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232 123 220 219 125 2.23  2.04
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ABSTRACT

Measuring the Knowledge Structures on Social Rules

Hiroyuki YOSHIZAWA and Toshikazu YOSHIDA

The authors developed the knowledge structures measure on social rules, and its indices were found
to predict socially delinquent behavior tendencies in previous research (Yoshizawa & Yoshida, 2002,
2003a, 2003b). However, elaboration and theoretical background of the knowledge structures
measure have not been well documented. The authors compiled the present report as a manual for the
knowledge structures measure, and described its measuring techniques and theoretical bases.
Knowledge structures were assessed by the participants’ means of applying social rules to
interpersonal conflict situations based upon three indices: the inter-independence of social rules, the
consistency of these rules, and their general appropriateness. Section 1 discussed the theoretical
background and rationale for the knowledge structures measure. Section 2 introduced lists of social
rules, which were used as a tool for evaluating their general appropriateness. Section 3 elaborated
on the measuring techniques of the knowledge structures measure. Section 4 introduced the
simplified version of the knowledge structures measure. Section 5 outlined the scoring method of the
three indices. Section 6 discussed future improvement and development of the knowledge structures

measure, along with some issues raised by it.

Key words: knowledge structures, social rules, measurement
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