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Summary

A Frame of Reference toward Digit-Government and

Administrative Reform in East Asia

Kenji Kamino

1 Generalities and the History of Digit-Government

As is known, the last ten years of the 20™ Century were a political and economic turning
point for many East Asian countries, including Japan. During this period, the field of
administrative law has been rapidly changing and, in some countries, has become one phase
in establishing modern values such as democracy and basic human rights. It has helped to
replace authoritarian political regimes in some countries, while, elsewhere, it has spurred the
review of administrative organs, administrative actions and the role of administrative bodies
under the background of the “globalization” of politics and economics.

As a result of foreign pressure and domestic political changes, such an evolution is now
occurring in Japan, as well as in other countries.

The “E-Japan Strategy” ranks the historical significance of the IT revolution as a “historic
transition equal to the Industrial Revolution”, stating “in that process of change we need to
endure pain to realize the future prosperity. We, each citizen is required to rapidly implement
the big structural revolution of the society with our own initiatives, not prompted by the end
of an era like the Meiji Restoration or the end of World War . Digit-Government not only
overlaps structural reforms but also shoulders challenges as a key to opening the future.

As stated earlier, digitalization is currently being promoted as a national strategy, not only
in Japan, but also in other Western and Asian countries. In that sense, digitalization bears a
historical mission that means it is facing a battle for capital. Therefore, from the beginning, it
is essential for us to grasp the concept of digitalization, including its negative aspects, along
with its structural problems, and not to accept it passively without due consideration. By
demonstrating the inevitability and options digitalization offers, we can make clear its
historical determinativeness.

2 Digit-Government and Public Law

Digitalization will be accompanied by increasing opportunities for new types of crimes,
irrecoverable violations of rights and benefits, social unrest, and moreover, changes in the
quality or, perhaps even alienation, of democracy. We will be lucky if these issues and the
negative effects of structural reforms do not reinforce one another.
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Against these challenges, and from the viewpoint of safeguarding the general principle of
values in basic human rights or government, we need to analyze the following issues:
e  What kind of positive considerations should be made?
e  What kind of legal restrictions should be imposed?
e  What kind of values should be developed?
These points deal with the various challenges of digitalization, as well as with the public
interest and the entire concept of the public sphere, all of which are important subjects in
public law.

3 Objectives of this Symposium

With a view to discussing the various issues stated above, in our symposium, we attempted
to consider the information revolution as one aspect of the evolution of administrative
reforms. Even we may not recognize the relationship between digitalization and
administrative reforms as necessarily the same, we may still benefit from discussing reforms
in each country.

This symposium was held at CALE Forum, Nagoya University Center for Asian Legal Exchange on 14,15 July 2001,
supported by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology under the Science Research Fund
“Infrastructure Research (B)(2) Administrative Reform in East Asia and Development of Administrative Law System
(Issue N0.11420005)".





