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The Senckenberg Nature Research Society (SNG) was founded in 1817, on the grounds of a
suggestion by Johann Wolfgang Goethe. The society is focussing on the description, understanding,
and preservation of the diversity of life. Today, the Senckenberg society has about 4.000 members,
and is responsible for the Research Institute and the Natural History Museum. There are over 200
staff members, among them about 80 scientists in permanent and research project positions. The
total budget amounts to about 15.000.000 Euros.

With around 6.000 square meters, the museum building in Frankfurt is one of the biggest natu-
ral history museums in Germany. There are nearly 260.000 visitors every year. The results of
recent and historical research activities in biology, palaeontology and geology are placed in
numerous galleries, and special exhibits.

The various research institute buildings occupy altogether about 10.000 square meters. They
are distributed in the cities of Frankfurt, Wilhelmshaven and Weimar, and field stations such as
the one located at the United Nations world heritage site of Messel. The Messel site is supervised
by the Senckenberg, and has become famous for its diversity of Eocene vertebrate fossils.

In addition to the research buildings, there are about 3.000 square meters in the basement of
the museum in Frankfurt, for housing collections. The collections consist of about 20 million
objects. 100,000 of them have so far been databased in SeSam, the newly introduced Senckenberg
Collection Management system.

About 44% of the budget of the society is currently spend for research. The Senckenberg
Research Institute conducts research in the fields of marine biodiversity, freshwater biodiversity,
terrestrial biodiversity and biodiversity of fossil environments. Marine biology becomes in-
creasingly important, and there are ongoing programs in the North Sea, the Mediterranean region,
the Arabic seas, on hydrothermal vents of the deep sea, and in the East Asian seas. Since more
than 100 years, research on marine organisms in Japan is one of the traditional priorities. Since
many years, there is an fruitful collaboration with Japanese zoologists in the study of Crustaceans.
More recently, cooperation on moss animals (bryozoans) and certain aspects of science history have
also been established.

Looking back to many years of happy Japanese-German contacts and friendship, the depart-
ment of aquatic research of the Senckenberg Institute is looking forward to a collaboration for

example on the marine diversity in Eastern Asia and the Western Pacific.
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