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Age of the Swedish granite used as a commemorative stone to mark
Professor Noyori’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2001
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Abstract
Medium- to coarse-grained biotite granite originating from Sweden was used as a commemo-
rative stone to mark the Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 2001, awarded to Professor Ryoji Noyori of
Nagoya University. The ages of zircon grains from this Swedish red granite were determined
using CHIME (Chemical Th-U-total Pb isochron method).
Euhedral zircon grains give an early Proterozoic age of 1860 + 50 Ma, whereas one zircon grain
gives an exceptionally old age of 3980 + 360 Ma for the core, although its significance is unclear.
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(%) (ppm)
Si09 72.8 Cr nd.
TiOq 0.27 Co 4
AlbOs 139 Ni nd.
FeO 1.50 Zn 39
MnO 0.06 Rb 214
MgO 0.52 Sr 148
CaO 1.02 Y 34
Nas0O 3.63 Zr 212
K20 5.22 Nb 18
P20s5 0.07 Ba 696
Pb 28
Total 9899 Th 19
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