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Abstract 

We present the maps of solar wind speed in heliographic longitude and latitude, based 
on multi-spacecraft observations from late 1985 to early 1986. The high-speed streams were 
extended across the solar equator from high latitudes in late 1985, whereas the extension of 
these high-speed regions was diminished after March 1986. This change in the solar wind 
structure was just in progress in February and March 1986. 

1. 

Heliographic structure of the solar wind speed near the solar minimum is character­
ized by a narrow low-speed region distributed around the solar equator (e.g., Kojima and 
Kakinuma, 1987). This makes it possible to discern the low-speed belt by means of the 
spacecraft observat~ons, which are restricted near the ecliptic plane. Based on the obser­
vations made by Sakigake, Suisei, IMP-8, and Giotto, Miyake et al. (1988) concluded that 
the high-speed regions were extended across the equator from high-latitudes in late 1985 
and were rarely found on the equator after March 1986. It was suggested that the change 
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had no data in the northern hemisphere, it suggests the possibility that the change of the 
entire structure was not so abrupt but rather continuous. 
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