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PERCEPTION OF PARENTAL AFFECTION IN CHILD-REARING
AND SELF-DISCLOSURE IN DIFFICULT SITUATIONS

Toshio KUZE, Aritsune TSUDZUKI, Hidenori KAGEYAMA, and ‘KASO’ Group.

Among the factors which are related to the degree of self-disclosure in the difficult situations
met by the young people, the present study investigates only the parental attitude of child-rearing,
especially the aspect of affection.

The questionnaire for the investigation is consisted of two parts. In the first part, there are
eight items representing the parental attitude of child-rearing and perceived parental affection whi-
ch are adapted from A.B. Heilbrun’s. (1964) The subjects are requested to check one of three
degrees (0,1,0r2) of perceived parental affection for each item. In the second part there are
twenty-one items representing seven difficult situations; () home and family situations, (2) phy-
sical feature and personal character, (3) academic achievement, (4) friend relationship, (5) school
life and teacher, (6) educational and vocational future, and (7) philosophy of life and religion,
The subjects are requested to check one of three degrees (0,1,0r2) of self-disclosure to father,
mother, brothers and sisters, friends, and teachers for each item. The subjects are 169 high
school boys and 164 girls, and 194 college males and 201 females in Nagoya city. The inves-
tigation was conducted in September of 1971 for high school and in January and February of 1972
for college.

The results of the investigation are as follows :

(1) More the subjects perceive their parental affection highly, more they disclose themselves

to their parents in all seven difficult situations. (Table 6,7,8,9)

(2) The subjects highly$perceiving their parental affection tend to disclose themselves not only

to their parents but to brothers and sisters, friends, and teachers (Table 6,7), and they show

high degree of self-disclosure in general (Table 4,5,).

(3) The subjects highly perceiving their parental affection tend to disclose themselves more to

their parents than to their friends at the difficult situations of the family life and the educa-

tional and vocational future (Table 10). Therefore how highly the subjects disclose themsel-
ves to their parents depends on the different situations.



