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Environment and culture in the end of incipient stage of the Jomon Period
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Abstract

The Higashimyo archeological site, located at Kinryu town, Saga city, Saga prefecture, was
established for about a half millennium at the time of sea-level transgression in the end of incipient
stage of the Jomon Period, and shell middens associated with the site were abandoned because of sea
level rise. The site is composed of residential areas, tombs, shell middens, food-storage facilities, etc.
in wetlands, and a set of these archeological remains belonging to the oldest stage of Jomon period are
indispensable to reconstruct life style and culture of living people there. A period of residence was only
500-600 years at around 8000 cal yr BP, as revealed by AMS "C dating. During the period, a large-scale
environmental change has affected people lived there, as estimated by archeological remains excavated.
The archeological survey and analysis of excavated materials at the Higashimyo site suggests clear
and firm views of the environmental change and people’s life styles at the end of incipient stage of the
Jomon Period in Japan.
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