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Abstract

Salt has been an important natural rescurce throughout human history. Ichikawa et al. (submitted)
reported the evidence of Prehispanic salt production on the Pacific coast of southeastern Mesoamerica, based
on archeological investigations carried out at Nueva Esperanza, El Salvador. They indicated that white
residue attached on coarse pottery could be CaCQ,, which was probably originated from salt production
activity, because the while residue had high Ca concentration and showed X-ray diffraction of calcite. In this
paper, after summarizing shortly the result described in Ichikawa et al. (submitted), we present analytical
data of soil, which was collected from layer containing a lot of coarse potteries, to find further evidence of
salt production.
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Fig.2 West and south wall sections of No. 1 test pit in Nueva Esperanza archeological site
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Table 1 Major element concentrations of white residue on coarse pottery and soils collected from layer containing the pottery

#£1 A FARRLVTEBOETRITEREEER
WEFZE  SMUffF®E  POZO-1  POZO-1  POZO-2  POZO-2

(Wt.%) HEME BewE U L U L
Si0, 23.0 25.0 47.0 60.3 50.3 56.7
TiO, 0.23 039 0.66 0.85 0.77 0.92
ALO; 4.99 5.95 12.9 15.4 13.8 17.1
total-Fe;05 2.84 3.14 472 5.58 5.54 6.85
MnO 2.70 0.74 0.18 0.06 0.18 0.25
MgO 445 333 1.68 0.85 1.79 1.08
Ca0 342 35.4 11.7 1.73 9.41 1.41
Na,0 0.26 0.57 1.79 2.33 1.91 1.98
K.0 0.56 0.68 1.54 2.01 1.65 1.90
P,0s 439 2.09 0.80 0.06 0.56 0.08
LOI 23.1 22.8 16.4 9.01 13.7 11.1
Total 100.7 99.9 99.4 98.1 99.6 99.4
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Fig. 4 X-ray diffraction patterns of white residue attached on coarse pottery
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Fig. 5 X-ray diffraction patterns of soils at Nueva Esperanza archeological site
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Fig. 6 Elemental concentrations of upper soils and white residues attached on inner and outer coarse pottery
normalized to those of lower soils
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