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Continuity of Experience and Thought in John Dewey’s Logic

MIYAMOTO Shingo

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how continuity of experience and thought is found in
John Dewey's Logic. In doing so, I keep in mind the problem that Richard Rorty pointed out to
base our claims to knowledge on experience.

First, this paper examines Rorty's criticism of continuity of experience and thought. As well
as the debate on the reinterpretation of the relationship of experience and thought formed by it.
In this section, it is pointed out that the relationship between Dewey’s logic and metaphysics
has not been fully taken into account in both cases.

Second, this paper discusses continuity and pay attention to the relationship between
metaphysics and logic. By doing so, it is found that the continuity can only be determined by
logic, although it is positioned as the postulate of logic.

Finally, this paper traces Dewey’s description of how to start thinking from experience and
explains how the continuity between them can be determined.

This paper concludes as follows.

1. Dewey’s continuity of experience and thought is confirmed by logic. Therefore, continuity
is not a metaphysics that grounds logic from the outside.

2. The continuity of experience and thought in Dewey’s logic is determined through the

function of language.
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