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Teruaki Nismikawa: From Museum to Navy: Life of Kazuma Takamarsu, known as the assistant
of Prof. Ludwig DépErLEIN in Japan
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Summary

Mr. Kazuma Takamatsu has been known in the
history of biology in Japan as the assistant of Prof. Lud-
wig D6pERLAIN (1855-1936) during his 1879-1881 work-
ing visit. TakamaTsu’s life remained almost unknown,
but the recent discovery of his letter dated August 1, 188
2 to DépERLAIV in the DipERLAIN'S articles left behind
revealed for the first time that TakamaTsu worked for
the Museum (“Hakubutsukan”) in Tokyo after DSper-
Lam returned to Germany. This fact prompted me to
make a survey of old archives, which, together with help-
ful information given by Takamartsu’s grandson, Ma-
sao, has given me enough sources to trace his life as fol
lows.

Kazuma TaxkamaTtsu was born in 1858 in the
Maizuru city of Kyoto Prefecture as a “samurai”, going

(BIERDEE]
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JF# b ik Carl Yauss, fEHIIL18804F 8 A 2518845
TATHS (TREIAEAEERERE 1 5], B
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87

to Kyoto city in 1872 to attend the Kyoto Prefectural
Middle School from which he graduated in 1877, then
continued in Tokyo at the Police Medical School. After
its abolishment in 1878, he continued to learn several for-
eign languages, physics, medical chemistry, natural
history, comparative anatomy, physiology, embryology
etc. in the Medical School of the University of Tokyo.
When DéperLamn was invited to Japan in 1879 to teach
botany and zoology at the university, TakamaTsu was
appointed as his assistant to help D6perLAIN’s natural
history research. After D6pErLAN returned to Germany
in 1881, TakamaTsu also left the school. From 1882 to
1883, he was a temporary adviser (initially without pay-
ment and then paid 10 yen monthly) of Natural History
Department of the Museum in Tokyo. He then moved to
the Japanese Navy (initially with a monthly salary of 40
yen) to play a significant role in the establishment and
improvement of Japanese gun-powder production, being
promoted to a naval captain at his retirement in 1906.
Then, he taught whale fishing in the Imperial Institute
of Fisheries (now the Tokyo University of Fisheries)
for 2 years, and also served at the headquarters of the
Navy for several years. He died in 1929 at the age of 70.



