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minimum interruptions. Although it is uncertain how

consistent with previous years.

the rest of the semester will go, at the time of writing
this report, G30 students and faculty members have
adapted to the new reality of online classes.

Figure 2: Number of Applicants to G30 Undergraduate
Programs by Nationality, 2019

Admissions
As the admissions period for the G30 program is from
November to June, the COVID-19 crisis posed an obstacle only in the second round of interviews. Figure
1 displays the number of applicants to the G30 undergraduate program from 2011 to 2019.

Figure 1: 
Number of Applicants to G30 Undergraduate
Program, 2011-2019

Source: International Admissions Office, Nagoya University

The greatest number of applicants to the undergraduate programs were from China, Japan, and Indonesia.
The United States was the only non-Asian country
with 15 or more applicants. Although the United States
ranked sixth in 2018, it dropped to eleventh spot in
2019. Thailand ranked eighth as a source of applicants
in 2018 but rose to fifth place in 2019. The reason might
be increased efforts by the AO to recruit students at
Thai schools. Meanwhile, the overall number of applicants from the Philippines did not rank in the top ten in
Source: International Admissions Office, Nagoya University

2018 but ranked tenth in 2019. Still, despite AO efforts
to make the G30 program more global, awareness and
interest in the program remains stubbornly regional.

In nine years, the number of applicants has increased
from about 150 to almost 600. The number of submitted applications was about the same as the previous

Recruiting

year. Given the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, we

The Department of International Programs and the AO

expect the number of applications to fall in the 2020 to

focused recruiting activities in 2019 on science schools

2021 period. Limited flights, government travel restric-

in Southeast Asia and India.

tions, economic difficulties in households, and uncertainty about delivering classes may discourage students
from considering a full degree in another country.

Off-Campus Activities
Off-campus recruiting for the G30 program in 2019

As seen in Figure 2, most applicants to the G30 program

included visiting schools, attending school and educa-

in 2019 were from Northeast and Southeast Asia. This is

tion fairs, and international professional development
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meetings. Three trends pose challenges to future G30

During this period, the AO visited 130 schools. The most

recruitment. First, the total number of people around

schools visited in a single country was the United States

the world studying abroad remains high, but the rate of

(45). Staff also traveled to schools in Vietnam (16), Sin-

growth is slowing. One reason is that Chinese students

gapore (14), Thailand (13) and China (12). After the

now have more options for studying at domestic institu-

CIS Forum in Spain, a Department of International Pro-

tions. Second, North American, and European universi-

grams staff member visited schools in the Netherlands,

ties are aggressively recruiting students in Vietnam. This

Germany, Croatia, and Belgium.

will make it more difficult to recruit good students from
leading schools in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. Third,
more top Japanese universities are starting to become

School and Education Fairs

involved in international recruitment of undergraduate

Compared to past years, staff and faculty members

students. The G30 program needs to compete not only

attend fewer fairs because they have not been an im-

with private universities but increasingly with other na-

portant source of enrollees to the G30 program. Most

tional universities as well.

G30 students discover the program using the Internet
or through personal recommendations. Still, the AO
attends fairs when the cost is reasonable. As Table 2

School Visits

shows, Nagoya joined fairs in Singapore, India, Thailand

Since 2011, the Department of International Programs

(twice), the United Arab Emirates, and Spain. The most

and AO has built personal and professional networks

important annual fair is the IACAC high school and col-

with high school guidance counselors. Table 1 shows the

lege fair. In July 2019, it was at the University of West-

activities of the AO during last year’s primary recruiting

ern Ontario in London, Canada4. Attendees included 535

period between July and November 2019.

secondary school counselors from 82 countries5.

Table 1: School Visits by Month and Country, City or Region, 2019-2020
ID

Year

Month

Country/Region

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2020

April
July
July
July
August
August
September
September
September
September
October
October
October
October
November
November
November
November
November
February

Singapore
Malaysia
Singapore
Canada
India
Australia
Taiwan (China)
Hong Kong (China)
Thailand
Vietnam
USA
United Arab Emirates
Vietnam
Japan (Nagoya)
Netherlands
Germany
Spain
Croatia
Belgium
Thailand

School
Visits
130
7
12
10
0
5
3
1
9
8
7
45
1
7
1
2
9
0
1
2
0

Conference/Fair
GUCC (2.5 days)

IACAC (4 days)
IC3 Conference

CIS EARCOS (2 days)

NAJAH Fair (3 days)

CIS Forum

Japan International Student/Work Fair

Source: International Admissions Office, Nagoya University
4
5

https://www.internationalacac.org/conference-2018
https://www.internationalacac.org/assets/Conference2018/2018%20conference%20press%20release_draft%20final.pdf
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2020, The Nagoya University public Facebook page had

Professional Development

8533 followers (7 444 followers a year earlier); Twitter

The International Association for College Admission

had 761 followers (742 followers a year earlier); and In-

Counseling (IACAC) is the most important annual meet-

stagram had 631 followers (436 followers a year earlier).

ing for high school counselors and university admissions
officers. Three Nagoya University staff and faculty
members attended the annual July event in London,

Blog

Ontario, Canada. IACAC scheduled the 2020 event in

The AO blog publishes brief essays by G30 students

Albuquerque, New Mexico but because of the COVID-19

describing their academic and student life in Nagoya8.

crisis, they will hold it online. The other important pro-

Unfortunately, the AO has not posted a blog post since

fessional development meeting was in November 2019.

June 2019. The AO in 2020 will increase the frequency

The Council of International Schools (CIS) held their

of blog posts.

annual meeting in Bilbao, Spain6. One representative attended from the Department of International Programs

Campus Visitors
The AO welcomes potential applicants, their parents,

On-Campus Activities

and high school teachers and counselors to the Nagoya

While international recruiting and admissions need

University campus. Staff and faculty members receive

off-campus activities, the AO maintains a strategy for

both individual visitors and groups of high school stu-

recruiting students using on-campus resources.

dents. Figure 3 shows the annual number of groups visiting the admissions office. The number of annual visits
every year ranges from eight to fifteen. In 2019, there

G30 Website

were 12 group visits. Between April and November, 40

The AO continues to maintain and develop the Eng-

individuals or families inquired about the G30 program

lish and Japanese-language G30 Nagoya University

at the Nagoya University Higashiyama Campus. Since

websites7. There were no significant updates in 2019.

the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, unfortunately, the AO

However, the AO opened a new English language G30

has refused in-person visitors.

alumni portal in the summer of 2019. This allows staff to
contact former students and let them know when they
will visit a city. Although international travel remains on
hold because of the coronavirus outbreak, the AO hopes
to host future informal gatherings with alumni.

Social Media
The AO also manages social media accounts for Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. Staff announce information about recruiting and admissions, and post news stories published in English language media. As of June 2,

6
7
8

https://www.cois.org/colleges-and-universities/student-recruitment/europe
https://admissions.g30.nagoya-u.ac.jp/
https://nagoyauniversityao.wordpress.com/
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Figure 3: Group Visitors to Campus, 2012-2019

Conclusion
This report has summarized the activities of the Department of International Programs in the International
Education and Exchange Center at Nagoya University.
The G30 program continues to play an essential part in
internationalizing education at Nagoya University. The
Department of International Programs will continue to
work with the International Admissions Office to coordinate the G30 program and the administration of admissions and international student recruitment.

Source: International Admissions Office, Nagoya University
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