GRPEFBICSTSIPHBEBXDHERICET 5 —FE
—TF7ovarv-FzAUIZETNT—
An Analysis of the Scope about Chinese Middle Construction:

From the Perspective of Action Chain
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Abstract

Academics have been arguing for how to define the scope of the Chinese Middle Construction. When
defining the scope of Chinese Middle Construction, we could not completely refer to the criteria of the
English Middle Construction. This paper further describes the action chain of the Middle Construction
with detailed insight. The Study shows: 1) the Middle Event is composed of two events: “transitive
event with energy transmission” and “event which shows property”, and 2) the property of the subject
resists (or facilitate) the behavior of the implied agent that the property of the subject is profiled.
Those could be unique features of the Middle Construction. Then the features are used to analyze the
Chinese Middle Construction. After analysis, the B type of the structure “NP+V #ZKk+AP” which
centers on “V #RK” , and the structure “NP+f8 / &9 / ] LL+VP” could accord with the

features listed above, thus this paper defines those as the Chinese Middle Construction.
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A AEHEMST TRV EATEHESH X EO_BERANRONDL, 2O L) REBXEZH LD
IS E L TV A E FEGEO TR &R THERSZ N,

(1) 3X P J7 AN AN A 62 ok 7 A, 35 TRT AT 38 s o AR S50, BT DA 24 b &5 B R A o (O 424k ) CCL)
(ZOHEEZERT L2OFERTZEL. BHPHEFHITENL BEEDa X NEHHNTED,)

(2) AR, #EXIRME. (CKEifEZx) cCL)
(ZHERy REE, fiko TR & ETHEW,)

251



252 JREMAR

(3) A A KGR ST LSRR, 55— ANt 2 X BuR 1 A W ) RAK, BUBBERB AT EN.
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IR SC e L CThLEAM T T D, “NP+V ER+AP” MECUSM T H . il (2) K57 “NP+V
%/ R+AP” (B % 2004, 2/ 2006 728) . il (3) O X572 “NP+7A V/V N/ V/IF
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(8) a. The door opens easily.
(2O RT7IXEEICE <) (Keyser & Roeper 1984:383)

b. Bureaucrats bribe easily.
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c. This meat doesn’t cut.
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_— STATE
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=

S

X2 FREEXOT v ar - F =41 (Langacker2014:228)

The efforts of an agent are invoked but remain unprofiled. The mover is once more selected as
subject, there being no other participant in the profiled portion of the action chain. With the mover as
relational figure, the interactions it participates in — especially those it initiates — receive augmented
salience. In particular, the resistance it offers to the agent’s exertions (or in other examples, its
facilitation of those efforts) comes to the fore in this construction, as indicated in Figure2 by the
double arrow internal to S. Though volition is not involved, this resistance (or facilitation) makes the
mover agent-like to some degree.

(BEENLRELNZZRX L —FT 0T LENTWRN, T 7V a vy -F=arTIE
TRI77ANVENLORERE L TREINIEIHFEES T THL, FEEEN T V=T X
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o TWoh, M2 _HRANRT LI, EEESET O -2 LT, 8L
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®BE (Experiencer)  ENTEx+4:4 (Absolute)

M4 MEBHFCLIEX DT ar-F=A (Langacker2014:223)
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BRI ERECR T D PRI ORI 2 &% 259

(HEL< MO Z A2 ROERZITETHELN-TZ,)
b At AR 35 BRI 4 M2
(AN ZARIZENRAT, IR bherostz,)
(27) a. M2 AL TP .
(ZOFITHENZLVITW,)
b A S R UF R R, R OK /N AE AT A AR A A 4%
(ZEANRITEBED DGR, BEREBERZ L ICEBELLIZSWD,)
(B 22~25 (X )1 2005:27-28 5 DB HIZ L 5)

Nl (2005:27) Tk, Bl (24) & (25) o ‘AT RN DX SR A V/V N LD
RSB DN 2B AT ECAMOERREZRTHFHCTHL LHEML VWD D, £, “4f
V/HEV? BIZH WO DAL ZSOREEIZH T biv, —20F6) (26) @ “UfFlr” “Hx” O
£ TREOHE] 28T H0OTHY O b9 —2136 (27) © “@GhH”7 “HRAE” O X5 7%
(B2 THONREHETHLENE I 2T bLOTHD 7,
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; . CAUSE, CHANGE \
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N ZHEEFEIIHFHEMBE LTI EERIN WD, T H~Y— I —OR WS HEEET L)
(34) BD/RT LI INPg+VP] OETESN, B EOZEIT) L HMFENLTWND,

(34) MEZWHREMW 7. /PRBEK, MLRE T —F. (FHEc)
(A= FI=ARDPLETTL, /KPIZERED, MPETEIR/NLDIEENNT,)

Bl (34) TIE NP gld VP OEK EOHMGETHY ., IRKIIZHOEHKELEL T DH, VP
DOCEMT L SR OXORBHEEOEEA VWL, INLDITAERT TV v
Yo F oA VIESTATE Oz H L TWDLZERNNnD, LT, “E” “ B Lunoi-d
EIT A RN TiITbhdaboThrZ e, FATRSMEAEZTOGFERGEINTND L
FZ25, INOLORITHREMEICE —FLTWD, LarL, ffl (35b) &#] (36b) 283 K DI,
EWEOZE L TITEFELRFEORIC “H” 2 M2 THXNRLT H—FH T, FHEMELTIEE
FEEREE VESROMIZ “H” 2Nz 5L IEXNAERHEIND T LITR D,
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(35) a. MEWH AWM T /BRHBER, PR T —F.
b, LW A B EM T/ CEREEK, BUCRBORE T
(36) aAEGMA, HANMKR KL, ZEKRFESHIL. /ZJLERMEIR T AT NE
1% LR 3 B AR XA B R, O AL, R R SR EERLE S .
*o.RARIZAA, FHABARKS, FZEKREZIL. / XIVERIMNMBI TR A
B3 DA 38 B AKX (0 R, O L, U RE R ELERCE 5 .

PRI EER EOZHXOR L RKREREVIIEEFEOEENRRDL LA CH D, FRHIMET
B D HEET D NP [Tk FOEWREOBWGETH D EFRIEIC, XREORTEMED =
KTbdod, ZORMETHHEFBEZR LI EIRANRFR CTH D0, PRFREDFAE LR
THEREZALTWVWD2LEEX2, Z2OBKRTIX. . PHBELOEFBIZTRRZTFEFEFBLITIT AR,
MOz, PRSI U ANz D LEEXICRDIDOTH D, PRI E TR LY Bk EOZH)
XTI vay - FaA VIFUTORTHRT DI ENRARERTH D,

7\ CAUSE CHANGE
{ ozl E—— STATE

BifEE(Agent)  BEI{EI(Patient) HBEIVEI(Patient)*
X6 BREOZEXOT V7V ay - -Fzfr
B EOZE X TIE, EEEL Z20HBERICE I 72BN T e 7 7 AV EN D, R
TRITEEFRIIHEIMICEREI, STy, TREEITRRY, BER Lo
HTICBTL2EBHBTIZRAF—OZTFTHLIN, ZXNVF—OF (ZXVF—%FT 5HE1E
F) ELTEBINRY, I, EREOZEH XL TIE, TFEFOANIZ “H” 2D &R
TE2, —h., XERPERICEZ - TcFFz L3720, EREOZHICIT EFEoREL
KRTHEE PRI TWD, 20D, RRRICB T H2HEELOERICEZIT. BN EOZE) L
X EE LTI R W E BT,

5.80YIC
LB, AT MEXOT 7 vay - Fag raBL L LT, TEEO T HMESHN
bNLEVEMS T AMBAL, TEBEOTHEXOHBIZOWVWTEREZTo7z, AMOBZLE LK
RzeFedde, UTO®EYITRD,
) FHEHEOTHB T XV X —DRENH DZMEINERE) L T EHEORMEL R T EHIE]
WV ZODHEENPOLEHRINTND, YEEXTIE, HKEEERF-> TV L EEDE
BT, WEFEERNEL THEEORBE (F1FE) 0L ICABNICHEFRERELEZ T Z LI
5, WLFIFZD0XOR THEORBE] & FEROGE] 2HITRL TV D HEEE
ToRMEERMT S0, FRMECE AV S
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2)  “NP+ViZKR+AP” (MREHFEICELD L0 T D) & “NP+AE/ fels / W LAl+VP”
X TZX VX —DEENH HMENERE] & TEFEOREZRTFE] O _>OFEEN
DR S, XREIFEEEFOHLBEEZRL TWDHIH, AfE THRE T 2 g
DFFER - ERHINICEERT 2206, HREXTHL EE XD,

%
1) &I (2005) TiX. “F VIV A7 X “MAN V? oiERILSNTZERNTH D LIRS
TWb, 2F0H, “HAE” LWHERFIZEK “E” PEEHHLE L THEZLND,
2) Keyser & Roeper (1984), #HAF (1999), Fellbaum (1985) 72 X2k 2 F & o,
3) Keyser & Roeper (1984) (f“all by itself” (— ATIZ) ZMA 6NN EINITL-T, #
MR ST IEARHEEENFET S22 L2 LTV 5D,
a. The boat sank. — The boat sank all by itself.
(ZOMWITILAT,) (Keyser & Roeper 1984:405)

b. Bureaucrats bribe easily. — *Bureaucrats bribe easily all by themselves.

(BERZEINT 5 LT (Keyser & Roeper 1984:405)

“all by itself” 1IN D EEBEN /2L, MEEN R W L 23720, RERKEII L a TIZENE
ENRGTEIN TR ERDD, —h, Bl b R “all by itself” & -21F % & UAEAL L 72
WD L, “bribe” & W D BIEA T FE O “bureaucrats” N HREE SN D B O TIEARL, AR
WZED2HDTHY DEVIHFAFRHWIEERZTE SN TNDNE TH D, £72,Fellbaum(1985)
W EE, 2o EFREETZITRHA (generic) TH Y, LT D X 9 IZ“people in general”
(FETH) Lo TRRINDZIENTED, £ LT, ZORMBIEEEIZ L - T, FHH#
LA ORI HREI RIS,

This door opens easily. —  People in general, can open this door easily.

4) FHHA (1995:253) Tix, MR L L ZE L G ORMAERAMA TVWD —FH T, X
BERORN FFEICRT D [REHMT) L7200 LTOFART X5 o BRI L 1T
LR o TV D ZENEMINL TN,

a. It is no trouble to wash the clothes..., because they are machine-washable / I have lots of time
(ZNODRZW S DIFRETIT RV, RENEWVWI & Z6 DOARIZHER T2 2/FA
T SAVDOKRBBPH L2106 TH D)

b. The clothes wash with no trouble..., because they are machine-washable /*I have lots of time.

(INBHDORITTENRT WV, ZeENEWVI & ZLDORIZEM TR D/FRITT-L E A
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DN H DN THD,)
Lo acix, #EHE & LT, &4 (the clothes) M J&M: (machine-washable) # #/1
T 20, HEOBRME L ITEBERARIK - B AR REBE (1have lots of time) Z$&/RT 5 2D
EHELEZBIRLTHLIMNKLT D, LAL, b OHREELTIE, ZRck < BB & LT,
HNBEORBELIPHAOVL RN,
5) fuich., “wER” “wR” ‘a7 BN RN mERET LD,

6) fich. “UMT CUERT “UBULT X “HEERT mENET LD,
T ofich . CEFET CHET iR HEET R RERET LN D,

£ & Xk

2004) <H 2 ) X By i T 25 1 0 PR i K AR >, (B EANE) B3 BH 1 W pp.11-28
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