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Gu Binnan 

Abstract 

Academics have been arguing for how to define the scope of the Chinese Middle Construction. When 

defining the scope of Chinese Middle Construction, we could not completely refer to the criteria of the 

English Middle Construction. This paper further describes the action chain of the Middle Construction 

with detailed insight. The Study shows: 1) the Middle Event is composed of two events: “transitive 

event with energy transmission” and “event which shows property”, and 2) the property of the subject 

resists (or facilitate) the behavior of the implied agent that the property of the subject is profiled. 

Those could be unique features of the Middle Construction. Then the features are used to analyze the 

Chinese Middle Construction. After analysis, the B type of the structure NP V +AP which 

centers on V , and the structure NP +VP could accord with the 

features listed above, thus this paper defines those as the Chinese Middle Construction. 
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8 a. The door opens easily.  

                             Keyser & Roeper 1984:383

b. Bureaucrats bribe easily. 

 Keyser & Roeper 1984:405  

c. This meat doesn’t cut.  

                                      Fellbaum 1986 9

1980 2

a)�

b)�

c)� 3

d)� 4

e)� easily, well will, won’t

 

Langacker 2014

2.

action chain

Langacker2008

1
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(Agent) (Patient) (Patient)+

CAUSE CHANGE
STATE
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3.

Langacker 2014:228 2

2 Langacker2014:228

    The efforts of an agent are invoked but remain unprofiled. The mover is once more selected as 

subject, there being no other participant in the profiled portion of the action chain. With the mover as 

relational figure, the interactions it participates in – especially those it initiates – receive augmented 

salience. In particular, the resistance it offers to the agent’s exertions (or in other examples, its 

facilitation of those efforts) comes to the fore in this construction, as indicated in Figure2 by the 

double arrow internal to S. Though volition is not involved, this resistance (or facilitation) makes the 

mover agent-like to some degree.  

S
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S
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� NP V +AP NP +VP

�

1 � 2005 V/V V

2 �Keyser & Roeper 1984 1999 Fellbaum 1985  

3 �Keyser & Roeper 1984 “all by itself”

 

a.� The boat sank. → The boat sank all by itself.  

                                       Keyser & Roeper 1984:405  

 b. Bureaucrats bribe easily.  → *Bureaucrats bribe easily all by themselves. 

                            Keyser & Roeper 1984:405  

 

 “all by itself” a

b “all by itself” 

“bribe” “bureaucrats”

Fellbaum 1985

generic “people in general”

 

 

This door opens easily.  → People in general, can open this door easily. 

� 1995:253  

 

 

a.� It is no trouble to wash the clothes..., because they are machine-washable / I have lots of time 

/

 

  b. The clothes wash with no trouble..., because they are machine-washable /*I have lots of time. 

/*
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