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The formation and development of the Chinese community in Iceland
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Due to the remote geographic location, Iceland continued to be a relatively homogeneous society until
the 20th century. However, from the 2000s, this Nordic country has experienced the influx of a large
number of immigrants due to the strong economic growth and labor shortages. The increasing numbers of
immigrants arrived to Iceland mainly from EEA countries. However, non-EEA countries citizens also
soon became “visible’ in the host society, although migration policy was strict against the latter. In this way,
immigrants from various countries brought some diversity to the society of Iceland.

With the growing number of immigrants, the increasing number of scholars has become interested in
immigration issues such as the impact of immigration policy on non-EEA migrants and the integration
process, in which the usage of languages and transnational practices were given special attention. However,
no much research on the structure of ethnic communities and immigrants’ interaction within the ethnic
communities has so far been done. In this study, I focus on Chinese immigrants and analyze how they built
and developed their ethnic community in Iceland. Even though this community has a thirty-year-long
history, it has not attracted much attention, particularly due to the small number of Chinese in the country. I
use ethnographic data to analyze the migration of Chinese to Iceland and their life practices in this country.

Chinese ethnic organizations constitute the core of this community in Iceland, which has developed
through the activities carried out by these organizations. The establishment of the Association of Chinese in
Iceland and the cultural activities of this organization created a community space for Chinese immigrants,
which allowed them to promote communication with each other and strengthen their unity. Besides, the
establishment of the Icelandic Chinese Travel Association prevented competition between Chinese
immigrants in the tourist business, which was initially caused by the dramatic increase in the number of
Chinese tourists. This association elaborated various rules to overcome the disorder in the community,
thereby ensuring the sustainability of its development.
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TAARZ Y FHERTEDOLICHLD AR 2 =T A ZERLIZOD, 23 2=7 ¢ PO ERE
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FOFEL, LS BEEE R OYEFED 8 AT, ELSHUSEN 7 AT, RN 8 AL =
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(Bjomsdottir, 2010:13) . 4FEH SHUz PEA GBI D -T2 72D, ORI
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2Bk LRTUTIZe 6720y, L, 7T EEEL TO S FEAORIZITR T 28 & L
WEEWIRE =D, T2L 2R, TRROFETIE, — AT A AT REFEZTYT L,
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* TkEBfEABIES=EsRaaeTlIiT &
The first meeting of the Association of Chinese in lceland held

ZkEBtE A BNEHES SIS A KSEBMTFROREST12H26 3 FATE LEBEIEZREIT. 41
BTEMSRAPHIAMNRET RS, P ELESKRSIETE R A S - Fom S5 40 —FEmE
9 S BB HY I T s, BB HR R XS B A B sk P s ta P AL Emil Boasson;
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Pk DAt AR SRETR (B ER) Rt A6 F RS U —RGl i T sk S 2 BRI =
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