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Semantic change of yuyo from Meiji Period to modern
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The Chinese origin word yuyo in Japanese is usually used as a transitive verb, meaning “to have
something put off”. That is completely different from yuyo in Chinese. Yuyo in Chinese is used as
an intransitive verb, describing a confused mood or someone who is hesitating to do something.

However,when we study the historical usage of yuyo, we found that during Meiji Period, yuyo
was used as an intransitive verb to express indecisiveness, same as Chinese. Therefore, in this paper,
we are going to investigate when the intransitive usage of yuyo disappeared,and how the current
usage in modern Japanese came about.
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