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An Anthropological Study on how to be fortunetellers and Self-Image of them

A case study of fortunetellers in Tokai area

R WFEH
AMANO, Saori

WE

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how people become fortune-tellers and what kind of
self-image they hold in their activities, with the aim of reconsidering fortune-tellers as folk shamans in
contemporary Japanese society, and to gain suggestions for future research on shamanism and
spirituality. This paper focuses on the people who are belonged an “Uranai-no-Yakata (house of fortune-
telling)” because they are considered fortune-tellers, generally. It clears fortune-tellers attend courses
and master divination, whether it is cosmological or spiritual one. It shows there is possibility that
fortune-tellers accepted the image of "a fortune-teller is a counselor" presented by Ehara Hiroyuki, who
appeared in the media in the 2000s, as their self-image. It said to that people anguished because the
image of "how people should live" is different from between traditional religions and folk beliefs and
today's society. Therefore, people need spirituality as a new religion in urban societies. This paper

indicates that people’s concerns and lives reflect in the diversity of fortune-tellers.
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