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A Study Concerning Early Poor Law in England
: Perspective through the Draft of 1535 and its Miscarriage

heoB F oAt
NAKAJIMA Takayoshi

The Tudor Dynasty government enacted the Poor Law to control the poor in 1531. However, the Law could not achieve what
the government attempted because of the growing wealthy yeomen resisting new taxation schemes. Facing to the English
Religious Reform and to the fiscal deficit the Dynasty government could not let the unsolved problems of the poor and tried to
draft a new Law for the handling of the poor,

Which was drew up in 1535. Reflecting the spread of new ideas of continental humanists and Protestants about the relief of the
poor and actual practice in some cities on the Continent the Draft contained the idea of relieving the poor instead of oppressing
them. Also it conceived two separate administration system: one was the section inside the central government, however,
independent from the King or his Privy council to impose jobs to the able-bodied poor and to save them if necessary, and the other
was local government to relieve the poor who cannot work. Because the Draft would bring too bold change in the sense at that
time, it could not be realized at once. A new Poor Law in 1536 as a compromise also did not last long. The system seems to have
once returned. Nevertheless, It can be observed that the socio-economic change which sought such change in handling the poor

had already progressed at that time.
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