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Contemporary Significance of the Quasi-election of Board of Education
Members During the 1980’s Civic Movement of Takatsuki City, Japan

—Lessons Inspired by a Resident Autonomy Movement
that Urged a Board of Education System Reform—

Yoshikazu NISHIDA"

Regarding local public education, there is an ongoing debate regarding the creation and adminis-
tration of a board of education system based on resident autonomy. This paper aims to clarify the
modern significance of the quasi-election of board of education members chosen during a 1980’s civic
movement. Reviewing this case reveals social mechanisms that reflected residents’ intentions regard-
ing educational goals and the administration of its schools.

In this paper, the movement in Takatsuki City is analyzed by reviewing documents, as well as
performing interviews with parties involved with the movement. The results of the movement are
clarified the following two points:

The first point refers to Nakano’s quasi-election of board of education members in Takatsuki City.
As a precedence of this type, this paper clarifies features of the ordinance draft and how it was cre-
ated. The following three features are recognized:

(1) In the process of electing a board of education members, there was an attempt to indemnify
foreigners’ recommendations and voting rights.

(2) The opinion of diverse peoples, including foreigners, was be included via voting.

(3) A superintendent of education was appointed to ensure administrative expertise; he/she was
elected in a manner reflective of the intentions of the residents.

Second, in terms of information distribution and disclosure of any administrative methods, a new
initiative by the board of education regarding the disclosure of information to the residents was cre-
ated. Takatsuki Board of Education oversaw their own publicity and held regular meetings for the
Board.

Finally, the following two points from this study’s results are instructive as suggestions for con-
temporary use. First, an effective system of self-government is required, including one that enables
foreign residents to express their perspectives on education. To ensure the right to receive education
for all citizens, including foreign residents, a mechanism is required to encourage free speech and
the expression of educational goals. Second, the development of such an educational environment
requires a system in which transparency and efficacy regarding educational management is open to
all residents, thus achieving better consensus.

* Student, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University



