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Abstract

The Politics of Resource Development and the Navajo:
Focusing on the 1970s

Ayako Uchida

During the 1970s, Native American tribes sought for self-determination and economic self-sufficiency as
reflected in the new federal Indian policy. However, the case of the Navajo was complex as their reservation was
rich in natural resources, which caused an increase in pressure from the mining industry and the government.
This essay discusses the tensions developed in this period between Barry Goldwater, a Republican Senator
from Arizona and Peter MacDonald, the Navajo tribal chairman. Despite an initial good relationship, conflicts
emerged in 1972 over the Navajo-Hopi land issues. Goldwater supported the establishment of a law which
would partition the 1882 executive order reservation and settle the legal ownership between Navajo and Hopi.
On the other hand, MacDonald was against it because it would force the relocation of thousands of Navajos

from their homelands. Their relations continued to affect the policies toward the Navajo well into the 1980s.

Keywords: America, Native American, resource development, Navajo
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