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Features on Measures to Correspondence Juvenile Delinquency of Police
—Focusing on the Juvenile Police’s Action from after the War Ended to before
the 1954 Amendment of the Police Act—

Manami BANNO®

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate features on measures to correspondence juvenile de-
linquency of the juvenile police on the period from immediately after the war ended to just 1954
Amendment of the Police Act. The research concluded, about measures to correspondence juvenile
delinquency, the juvenile police at that time perceived (1) the environment surrounding juvenile de-
linquents is the main causes of juvenile delinquency, (2) the approach based on academic research is
important and (3) they needs a perspective that respected the juvenile’s human rights.

About (1), since the war ended, the juvenile police have consistently taken the position the cause
of delinquency is largely due to the environment surrounding juvenile delinquents - family, school
and society -, not the natures of them. And metropolitan police department officials have emphasized
the need for support and improvement of conditions in each environment.

Regarding (2), the juvenile police emphasize the approach based on academic research in under-
standing the characteristics of juveniles and taking measures to deal with them. In fact, from this
perspective, metropolitan police department’s juvenile division summarize strategies for dealing with
juveniles based on their characteristics, along with cautions. Furthermore, proposed regulations of
the metropolitan police department and guidelines for the national rural police ask all police officers
to deepen their understanding of the characteristics of juveniles from an academic perspective in
order to deal with them.

Finally, (3) is, for the sound development of juveniles, police officers should be familiar with the
laws and regulations as well as the characteristics and living conditions of juveniles. By doing so, they
will be able to provide guidance that is appropriate at the right time, respectful of the juvenile and
the people involved, and acceptable to the juveniles themselves. furthermore, the juvenile police also
indicate the need to respect the future, honor, and trust of the juvenile, and to be mindful of confi-
dentiality. And this is confirmed throughout the police organization in the form of regulations, norms
and procedures. However, in reality, there have been reports of cases that violate these rules, and the
1949 notice calls for the enhancement and thoroughness of liberal arts training.
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