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Study of the Determinants of “Curriculum Management”
— An analysis of the Processes at Practice at
Shima Elementary School (1999 to 2009)—

Saeko SUZUKI"

This paper examines the determinants of “curriculum management” via an analysis of the pro-
cesses of “curriculum management.” It draws upon on a case study of Shima Elementary School from
1999 to 2009 with special focus on student involvement in the curriculum management.

Today in Japan, the notion of “curriculum management” has attracted attention from the perspec-
tives of both policy and practice. It is not, however, without criticism, often accused of being difficult
to apply successfully in actual school settings.

Although previous studies have examined the determinants of “curriculum management,” to have
limited results, they have failed to sufficiently analyze the process through which “curriculum man-
agement” may achieve its potential. This paper provides an analysis of the processes by which
“curriculum management” can encourage a positive outcome in an actual school, Shima Elementary
School.

First, a background summary of “curriculum management” is described followed by an explanation
of how it was conceived. Then, a focus on lesson study development illustrates how the curriculum
was transformed. Finally, through the concrete example of Shima Elementary School as a case study,
the determinants of “curriculum management” is clarified.

In conclusion, this research found the following two crucial criteria for successful “curriculum
management:” 1) the participation of teachers, parents, residents, and children throughout the pro-
cess of “curriculum management,” and 2) responsible leadership of conscientious teachers to guide
the process.

* Student, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University

— 151 —






