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The Ambivalence in Mother-daughter Relationship:
Analyzing Xuelin Su’s “Jixin”
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“Jixin” was written by Xuelin Su, a famous female writer in the period of May 4th movement, known
as Su’s representative work as well. This novel told the story of Xingqiu Du, who was a female May
4th student left hometown to Beijing, and then went to France to continue her study. After suffering
various setbacks such as illness during the time in France, finally in order to fulfill seriously ill mother’s
wish, she dropped out of school and returned homeland, and then got married with her fiancé who had
never meet before. The novel explored the attitudes and lifestyles of Chinese intellectual women at that
time, describing mental struggles for living on a foreign land in the age of turbulence, viewing
opposition between the new women and the old women, telling the ambivalence in mother-daughter
relationship. For example, the daughter was eager for leaving family to be free, however, cannot stop
loving and missing the mother once stepped out, which clearly showed two-way depression of mother
and daughter.

Mother-daughter relationship is a very important part of this novel. In this thesis, I apply Freud’s
psychoanalytic theory to examine mother-daughter relationship in the novel from a gender studies
perspective. As a women-oriented family story which illustrated the ambivalent relationship between
mother and daughter, I focus on the integration between mother and daughter, the Electra complex and
the position of the male characters. Based on above analysis, I hope to explain Su’s mother-daughter
relationship from a new perspective and sum up Su’s solutions to deal with mother-daughter problems

in traditional heterosexism writing.
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