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Oedipus and Knowledge in Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannus:

An Examination with reference to Euripides' Bacchae
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This paper aims to examine the nature of the knowledge possessed by Oedipus in the Oedipus
Tyrannus of Sophocles. It is evident from the fact that he has defeated Sphinx that he surpasses other
human beings in knowledge, but he cannot avoid the fulfillment of Apollo’s oracle. This fact suggests
that the knowledge of Oedipus is nothing more than that of the human level, which with its own
limitation is no match for the divine knowledge. The latter half of this paper focuses on the use of the
Greek words meaning knowledge used in this play. They can be classified into four major groups marked
respectively by the stems of soph-, gno-, phron-, and oid-. The soph- group features the highest form of
knowledge and is mainly used to imply the divine one. The knowledge of Oedipus does not belong to
this group, but to the gno- group whose attribute is its own limitations. The differentiation of human
and divine knowledge is strengthened by the examination of Euripides’ Bacchae, which also deals with

the serious confrontation of the human and the divine.
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IHAT ¢ 72E] (LTFOT) TYRZ VAR EH LA AT 4 7 AQITR A TR I
DLW, KWmTIEEDOAHAT 7 AN TH) OEEKBETLAMTHY, ZOMmMEBET 22 &
WX TR#EEAZDI VKT DML LTHIILTWD ERZLS, TLT, FEREW T Oh%
FoTWTHbMFtomBr oo o mICER L, AMO TFE1] 3MHFE. 250X
EDOBEBICBWTMLNDORABHE T LN TN TZOTIERNNE NI HEBEL THI,

FAT 4 7R TF) EWIHFwAICEL X, OTORITHMETMENERINLTWD, £
OFTHREMNZH D E L TKnox(1957) 3 F T 55, Knox®D Z DEEIZ Y R 7 L AR
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FAT 4 T ABICERELY T [ FAAT AT RALFIMTHDLN] LWV AEim LR o4+ A
T4 T AWM THD, MICE =B TIIA AT 07 AE T & OBAf% % yvoun(intelligence)
ppovtic(thought), oida(to know)E W 7=FXF U O TERXHF T M) 2RI SHEICERTHZ &
T, Ao EME DB ZHLE TS, Knoxld, 4 T 4 7 ADOHZywoumE HE L. H<
F T % ‘human intelligence’ T > THOH L IIXFISNLH DL R LTV,

Z LT, [AER R 5m AT DWW Tk Segal 2001) DA 7E 2 217 5 Z L N T&E 5, Z DSegal DFEAFED
BEX, OTCOAA T 4 T7ABREDLHIICLTEMELN, XFERLTEHEEREONSTFIZE
WTAHAHETHEILEEBZFEMIH L TWDRICH D, Segal DR TIEAA T 4 7 A & T4
EDOBRIZONWT, BIOFBCEMINDG TEET ALY T ALAAT 4 T AL DOXFEE EIC

G TAHZ LT TWod, SegalbKnoxE R L X HICF Y T EERXT A 2R T FHEI
Hz L TAMoOmEMEDORAREZRLETWVD,

LLEDYATIIIE & ARG TOHBNTIEFITELS . MBEZITIICHTE > TEBEITRDENEZ,
UL, 8 2RI XV TEESNMTD2INLOETHEICENTEH, OTOEMEERZ K

FREPZHHT LI b DIXERDORY ey, TORICHDNT, U UTFEICER L TE YRR
A ERT 2O AEROT 7 A MREE SN L, T5)] 2R3 XV &7 5806 B8
WRTEEBRFTOLERD D,

LMo T, K TEOTH O AT D5 N OMORA ZFmAET 272012, fEROX U o7
BRI T 7 A MR T M) 2R TELZHHBL., TOBWOINAY  FHAMEESICER L TOW
WMERART, TLT., 2O %@ ZOESOFTHI AN TWAS A OF & E D

BREH MLV,

ZL T, K TIEOTTO N et DR EERT HICH>T, =V I ETFTRIZLD
[Ny 4] (L FBa) BT 5, 2k, ZOEMHTH AM O L L ORRN FE
T LTI TWENETHD, Ba. THEN Yy I RABRENEILED T — 1 2 A
T, EALRCTOREANMIIHMLET A =2 Y AMER, T o4 =2 A ERICHE L
TZTANDIDENTE I, KTk, RUVTUARMTHDLIT 4 A== A ZHHT D720
HBESEO T 2T, 2o ) ZEICLTT A A =2 Y ABRMTHLLEWNH Z
EERTERICIEATHD ER XD,

Ba. TONXNY T AR EZDXSITHERT VX, 220013447 40 7 AOEAE & FRERIC
Mo EMeOREZERTHIBRICARZFHIVREGEONIETT THD, BT, BlZ@mL
HZEIERVTIREFAT 4T AOZAND T xR HbHD, ZOERIZLERT
HZET, JO—BZOMEORENRHALNCRDLETHA I, LEB-> TR TIXOTE £ &
LoD, #HBaZBEIT HEH TV E T2,
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ATANMAC 7 2B L2 L 2RO EHITEBL TnD (0T 37-39) @,
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nuiv dpddcar Piov.
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RLTLE&EsknTT,)

MBI, AAT A TRACELDAE 7 ZRBIEOBRIC, BT — A DAL D LMNEBNTZY
BATHHo VT HIERSANTAE L 7 ADHEMNZZ L EBFALTVD,

ZLTC, AAT 4 TARANS, BOBMDOITHL o TAY Y7 Z%BIBE L L) Bk AR
LTV, IET ALY T RLOFEOR T, HaN T A A AERFLRLLATFL I NI,
BOEADTHANOEHOEL M EZ TRT D, ZOEHTHA T 4 7 AFZAE 7 RGO
WTLTO LI ZRESEZ LTS (0T396-98),

GAL" €y® pOA®V, | 6 undev eidag Oidimovg, Emavcd viv, | yvoun kvpnoog ovd’ an’ oiovdv pobov:
(LOLZOF, MbEbRnA AT 4 TARRL-TKRT, BloLdPkaEmbZLick
STTHRLSAEERDT TORNRALY 7 Z&ZHIELEEDTRE,)

THOLERENDIEZ, AAT AT ARKABLALE L 7 22O THL-oCTRIALIZEWVWI AHE
RikZFFo TR, ZLTEDOIEEZFH > TVDL I ENRTHABMNDL THA I,

ENZOBIOFAT 4 72X, B AT I R<{BRA ML TVWD, T4 L7
ZEMEEHBEND IBIC, AT 4 T RF I VAU DREDNO FHEEZEET LI -OICEL A
TWLIDOTIERWNEBZRLIERIZRD, ZLT, Z2ORAIAT 4 T ALY VA T EHB
ROEEENTHOTH D, UTITHEENTONEHMT 274 2F02 a0 XA0E0E
#Td D (0T 523-24),

G’ A0 pev 87 todTo Todveldog, Tay  av & | OpyH PracOEv udriov §| yvoun epevdv.

(LML, ZOX ) RIIFHENHT-DOTRLIBVICHELNLTOI LT, 5ild 2 HmEIC X
STTERVWOTL X I,)

ZORSVOIEAAT A T ADFESMBKFICHEORY OBRIIWZATTLEIZERHD &
WO ZEDBREMTE D,

INOLOEHNBIE, AT 4T AL NREBNS, SHICITASTAHICE > THM
DN N EFFOF L WVIHIBBB2EN TV Engnd, LnL, AT 4 7 AITHRD
MEE L THPN TV D DT TIERY, HENCHAT 4 TATAE 7 A0 E T2 E WA
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NEFONWELTHi»P TS, LT, ZOEMOERICIERNMTZ O TE RV HEOR

DBRZ DR NVEBIITMAER D E s b b finhTnsdEE2 K9, L Lk
W EDOHDOOIDIZMBEOERICIIHFZESRVWE I RMICRITLIBEZLRLTWVD,

ZLTC, AAT AT RFZOHMONIELZBEBE BRI LN 2O, BTV ITENE TITEN T
DA H Y AITIT DR E Vo L EHEREMNNR AR R2oTWDLOTIERW?, 2D X9 IZ,
ANHOHRTHERBENTCHEZROEZELAONDIATAT A T ATH-TH, £ IIZIERAD A
HL2D0ThHD, ZOBITOXAT 4 T ABNGIE, BENTZHMEZR > TWTHZAILTRETIER
<, HBLETAMOLDOTHDL EWVI) BB THARNDLDTH D,

FAT 4 7AE, BAOMICEEZEES, PO TAFRTIAFRAICTEINTWET R »off
EORBAERICHED LS LITET., RENICHEAEDZ 20 THL, ZOEANLIE, SNl
CFEAT-METHS THARBRAMTH LU LT TMb2nw, BBV, AMOIMmD T
FRROMFEIZIIRILT D ENTERNVE W) HARAMD LN TE D, AT 4 T ADYGH
FEHSOHEOMENZNICH LT HEETHY, MICTHFLVMEZFRSOT A LY T XX 0H
EEHS>TNDHEWVWI A THDONTIEAAT 4 FAZE TS, TN AHOmME DL

EWNWTHD, BB L7ZLOIC, BaaThb A EmEDBEbLY % ) OBANLHAHELS Z &
NTED, LFDOIEEWEAESLTO [ Oz i L Thizn,

3. [Nyha] TO TH) 2K YIS

Ba lZBIHFIZHh (F 4 A==V AM) NEERLT 2LV REDZD, AMHOmME ML DB
BREWVIHTIE, AMERTWVWEINZL BB RMEMTH D, ZOBRN TH] & BEE
bDHEEAXLOIE, BIF TREG#ED K LBEST 2ooppovely (4352 & D) 0% O BHEE D A
ERT DD THLIZOTH S,

[O3RIl) AT ICHE 720 TRET M & TR, TORx O FF ORI L - TEL
Lo DB RER2zb3l, [H) O TIELES] OBMETH DO, Ba.TIEZ 5 L7cmme mnilz
HDSHROVMY N, T4 A4 =2V AEZFOMBEZEL TR OBEDN LKD) E THEH DK
SND, TOROT—EBLEoTHOIVAFANE-AZTEITEBNTan A ZL-sTHDLA
T2 (Ba.395©),

70 GoPOV &’ 0V coopia,

(RELWZ &i3mE TR Y,)
CORFTELENTVD1 copovd i, XU T U RAEZEIFHELEZARO B 0oZ & TH
DO DRl bbb RUTTRAOBIZEZHBR T TV L oMICERTEhonins 2k
MELNTNDLEDOTHAH,

RUTURAFIAAT 4 TALEELEOIC, FAEHOANDTELNOERINRNRLH A SOOI
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BrE{EBELsEXL e, ZOMEEVIZLTT—A"AOEZE> - EHEZY Y HIT X
LT D, REICHEIRENZ DX 7T 7 AT, AMOFFSHORRN, bRy
MO THIZRIZBRNEDTHLZERRTERNALLTHA D,

UEDISIZBEZTHDE, Ba. LOTOR T, FTHRLI ZDIFIEAATOHLIAAT 47
AERUVTUATHD, ZOMEBEOMIHTHBEICLBANHD 2 LITTTICWMm @Y T
B %,

L2l 2OMEDORODHICITYURHES DD, AT 4 7 AITESOHAEICEDLEE
Ao BICAS CHIREZE L, ZOABAIAT 4 T ADWHEMTH D, —FH. X7 U AT
A F=a ) ALDOZFETOISMOR BENRBSOHFFLICAT TT A =2 Y ZAORIZHND |
FERMICERIZE s TNADHAZTIZENTLEY), INDBXRXUT VRO TH 5,

FAT AT ADOEEET, BOOEETHGOHEDREELZMD L), WhIXANRE R
MERLDRTIZOTHLIN, XRUTURADEEIET 4 A =2 Y RO R TH RAFFBAT ) %
RLZET DT TERY, EbEXRCVTURZERENE S ORWHBRH N0 THDL, Liz
MoT, AAT 4 TAENXUT AL EBITHBEE NI RBREDZ TWDHA, FEILWEIZIX
REhhZRbD LS5,

KIZH LTV DIZOTTOT A LY T AEBaDT 4 A =2V ATHb, OTEBalid: HITH
SOFMIZEEES AP EARLERSTHWEN, 29 LEEBOTEALATZLZSVANLTL
FODETAVITRAET A F =2V AR T ThHDH, LT, ZOFEIIR N TIEARL, EA
ABTHET 2 THD T3] 2B ETHHEIZHNWTWDLIDOTHY | FHEOEWTHNFR L L
ETHEH S TWT—HMICAITDZZ ENRY, 2 LEALLIE, HO oML, ZXiHED T
MOBEFBERTHLOTHDLEEZLND,

4. —kkBTO TH) 2RI EE

4. 1. M) 2RTEFYV OTEDPIODOFRM

HHF U TR M 2RTEEDLZHEDY . OTEBa.OP THMERT XU &7
WTEE R FIETHEWS TR I TS, fEROFT M) 2RLT0IEEx0N5 E
BWRXVUTEELIHL, ZNOOERARSLHZLEINTWDIANY., AR EEELD
ZbON, KimRIZHELNEL 20THL, £L T, ZOT—H 2R T 22 LiICk- T,
OTTDF AT 4 T ADFFOHDOWHE % 5 52

AT Ta LW O MR EZMBRBI LN ERTO Tl . MEAEWTO [45])
VST bDEZFLOANYORERMELE LTI D7D, XU TEOMME T4, @)
il W e mEOXBI AT, T CEEOHY 5 2FEEEREIRE L,
WESMIZEN D MERT XY VT EIL, copdg FERF [HMENH 5 1) OBEEEN D 72 5 coe-

Tl

B2 D
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(soph-)D R yvoun (L TE1E ) OBREEED S 72 2 yve-(gnd-)D R . epoveiv (Bhid 5 x
51) OBHHEFE NS 72 D epov-(phron-) D R #E . & L Toida (Fhaa [F->TW\Wbd ) ORHEGENS 2
% 0i8-(0id-) O DRI DAD DR D FEREN B> T D,

OTTliXoid-D %M. @pov-D R, yvo-D R O NEIZfE H 2232 < . Ba. TliXepov-D R #i .
60Q-D F i, 0id-DRA DML B ALV E W I FERITR > TWD, T D AR&TOMMF
WAL L, ZRELTIOTTILols-0O KM (B541F) BE VL DD cop-D Kt (£61F)
E 72 <0 M7 Ba. TR Zo0p-D 5% (2251F) BNEWH DD, old-DFKfE (&121F) 27
WEWI EBRETF LD, £ LT, AL L TEWER & B IZepov-0%#E (OT, Ba. & b
27MF) OEREERZNE W) ARERTE D, LER->T, KwTIEETZ 5 LT
BoOZERLLBEEFHNPVLELT, MERTXV O THBILEOLIRBEMR RN DNE
SN D, FFICHIES T Doop- Mt DFEDMEHFH DO AR, HIZER L L TOYEEREROE
WA BEAL T ENIZ DWW TORMEZR L TVND EEDNLLINL TH D,

4. 2. cop-DFR#M

ZTNUTIHEUT T A4DDORMICERT 2N EENICED L) R THEHINLTEBY, YO X
IRMERLTVDONEFRCICAIL THER L THZW, YIS, SRR T 540D FR KO F
The b BHHBO 72 E 1 %2 R T o00-ORMICONWTEBEOMAGI 2 R CTHh LS,

OTT Dooe-Rift DEklL, Ba. & T 5 & 2 O A BimIZ 72, LA L. coe-&#t D
ENERA SN TV AHESC, ZOMEBARTEKRNAEZ S @EaNZ Y, 2 2 Tl A%
TR L TR LS,

6006¢ v’ dpoing kaé oo TipduevoC.
(29, AUCEI2ICEL, AL bh Tz, : OT563)
G 0OV 160° 00T0G O GOEOG VK NS TASE;

(ZNTHEHARE, TOREHOBEVWEEXIINOLDOFELESDLRN-TZDTE? @ OT 568)
LFEBEDSE3ITN 7 LAY DORFTHY . FEDOSSITNAAT 4 7T ADEFTHL, 20O DD
BT EBICFUBHR THRE SN, T/ LI T ADI L xEcopbct IBRELTWNWHHDOTH S,

OTTDocop-AFMDFEIL, &6fFED H H508ITTan ANA AT 4 T AEZIBET HEDITHAL
TWHEVW) OB DL bOD, ZTOMITAFE LT T 2RTHEN,
DEWVWELTOTA VT AZEETHHE LNERBIN RV, 2O RNBOTTDoop-4H D iE
OEMBICEAT 2/ 8 TH D,

ZATIERICBa. TOMMBI ZHFFT L TH L O, Z DB TDooe- R DFEDFEIL, 7 4 4 =
2V AERVTURAEDFTEDIEMOBRIZKAN L LTEHNIN TSR TH D (Ba. 655),

60QO¢ GoQdC 6V, TANV & 8ei 6° elval GoEOV.

(BATXEW, B0k, BAIABEL ORI ORI EIFHRWTAR,)
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FIHLEFX Y O THERCTVADEFATH D, ZHIERXCT TAR, BRI AMORITE

ELTWDLT 4 A =a Y RCEBMNW, FECSL T ENRR LT A= Y A IKmT 5
EATCTHDH, T TDooedglTEWE LTHAINTWD A, #iEDOXREZET 5 &I
BV, THERHDL ] EVIERTRUTUARFES LTS EEZLND,

9 Locoe-DRFICIBT HEEIL. OTE Ba.® —AEf % TE1] &9 BSOS 30 < BRIC &
ERhBEWAZEOEFETH D, TNIT. oocpogé:b\ot EHAES TIEARBIOEIZH LTHEHIND
TEFIFERLS BTHRENIZHEWSGO N ORI L THEA SN2 D TH D, c00-
RIEDOFEDOERBIAOT T, Ba. T25MF & MiMEIZE S OIX, Z O /B THLIICH T
DHPRESERSTNDINETHDLEEZEZOLND,

PLE, ZZTHIHL7Z0T563, 568L Ba.655 Tl L7k 212, 40D ZAFES TDooe-FRift D
RIS A LT, ZOHOEBNT-HEZRTHEROTH D,

4. 3. yvo-OFRHK L ois-O R

WAZyvo-D 7 HE & old-D RFFIZ OV THER L THA LI, OTTIEZ O OO RMITET 2558,
FITHEIH L72396-981T D L HIZ— 2D RFADHF THERTHEHINTWDHEFNHDH (0T 396-
98),

AAL” Eyd poAdV, | 0 undev eidag Oidimovg, Emavcd viv, | yvoun Kuproag ovd’ an’ olovdv pnabdov:
(LOHLZOF, fMbHmbnt AT 4 TARRL-oTHKT, BIokdPkE2mbZ tick
STTHRSMEEZRSDT TR AE 7 2% HIELEDE,)

T#E B W Teeidog (0ldadD 5E T 435) M old-RMDFEICKIET HH D TH Y . yvounyvo--%#t
DFEICHIETHEDTHD, ZDOFAT 4 T ADBFANSIIMBFELBND TH S ) D, idog
WZOWTE, 22 TIEHBAESIATEY, Mlb T = ORWEZ REE L TW2RWO T, FATHE
LW EWVWIHIERTHA Y, L, WsivDIRAEFETH DoldaliH T THLHAE 72 & %@
T, BB EFS> TR0V NENIRBERTETHLEEZLNDI NG TH DU,

OTTIXold- R M DFEDFERBI N GFH TS4EH V. Z DBEIT Doop-R a6, yvo-RHEF
234, gpov-RMEF 2T L T B AN L < oo T D, OTToid-FR M DEE D {4
BRL OB, ZORMOFEN TH)] 2RT Lo THHIZ Mo TWH MR 0N &
WO RBREOMERTHEVOIMERBNZOTHAH, EEICHEEZZRIIE, BlO® Y}
TAAT 4 7T AN, MHEHEDOHFRLEEHNICTK L Tolola; & ~ AHOEERME T BT > TV
LDm?) LNDLEFNELL Lo TL D,

—F . L TOWOuIC OV TIE THEE RO CHIELEZ] EWIBHTHY . 25 5IFH
Gy TaME, THIBI ) 21T L TITAZ LI EWIHIBEKRTHA D, ZDEZBud kT 5
&L oBuD I M EERMEZ DR VWERARMEEOMTHY, HETH [HoTWD, Milkx
FFoTWD ] EVIREZRLTWVDELEEZLNDIDOIZK L, yvoun® FIZH D TEZITA LT
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BHELZEROM, T RDLbLRBNARAEREZLM THILILEEADDTIERNTHA I D, b
LAABFZE G E AT E VD REFAOENN D D 72D ML X vy, Ml Lz
DIRAEFEICIZZ ) LEMHEOEWAD D EEZ LN D,

2T, OTE D ATV VS D DBa. Tyvo-RHDOENEDOLIICHEHAIATHD
Db R TH LS (Ba. 859-60),

yvooetal 8¢ 10V A10g | Atdvvoov,

(ZL T T URAF BT ADFT A A =2 ZAEMETHAS D)
INERCTUVREFRFEREICRTEZEOT A A =2 AORFTHD, Fift%E 5z yvooeta
DByvo-ORFICBTHETHY, 22T M THAH | LEFHORKECTHEHAIN TS,
TAA =2V AFTZORET, TOAPLMET 2EMICHD T T RITONT, EHBMIAL
T TEELZZ BT L THAILEFTLTNDHDTH D,
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LEW, UBEXVTURET A A =2 A0SO NEEITITE LEEIRICES &0 ) EBEM
Hb, LT, Ba. TOWo-RHEDOFEEFHL LI EZOEOBEEZN LD THHAINBED LD TH
5, 810fT X VRIOEFT CTliX, X T U ADFFDHII® L TIEFFIZppov- & 0id- R DFENZ il
MENTWLR, ARBEDLL X1 Tyvo- R OFENEN S ND L9122 D, 25 LB
B a BEICAND &, Ba. Thyvo- R OGEX, OTE [FERC Tk, THEIB ) 29746 LTIk
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4. 4. @pov-OFR#Hk

ZALTIEREZIT, epov-D RFFIZ DWW TR TRz, OTTIX, opov-R#t O FF O FAHFE 53513
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X, ZOXFEDOFTHOI LA DR EHKRT D (0T 587-89),
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ZOFIHE, ZJ VAR TAADOEMEEZEET L0060 O TRERVINEA AT 4 TR
PEEDONIBHTO I LA DEATH D, 7 LA 0a#T looppovelv (B % KK
Lb¥DZ L) TEL2HETONIT., ENEBELZLEDITITIIRS, ESCHIREZDLIRETDH
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