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Diachronic Changes on Japanese Reversible Compound of Characters

“Ridatsu and Datsuri”
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"Ridatsu" and "Datsuri" are reversible compound of characters. During 1912~1942, "Ridatsu" and
"Datsuri”" were almost synonymous, but in many cases, "Ridatsu" was used to mean <leaving from an
organization> and <leaving from certain situation>. With the appearance of compound words "N +
Ridatsu", the range of use has expanded and "Ridatsu" became the predominant word form. On the other
hand, "Datsuri” tended to be used to mean <a part of the object comes off>. And the number of "Datsuri"
gradually decreased during 1912~1942, but it did not disappear. Nowadays, it is used as a physical and
chemical term. This differentiation of usage is a factor in the reversal of "Ridatsu" and "Datsuri". And

phoneme and factors such as seeking novelty can also be included.
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