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Structure of Curriculum Standards for Teacher Education in Republican
China: The Case of the Renxu Xuezhi System in 1922

Daiki YAMASHITA"

This paper aims to examine the structure of curriculum standards for teacher education as a part
of the new Chinese school system (Renxu Xuezhi: T £21l) of 1922. For this purpose, the author
analyses the meeting records of the National Federation of Educational Association (Quanguo ji-
aoyuhui lianhehui: £F#HE @B & €).

The school system was introduced with the reference to the Japanese model during the late Qing
period. At this time, many intellectuals felt that it was necessary for teacher education to be es-
tablished. At the beginning of Republican China, the reform of the school system was continuously
discussed to meet the demands of the newly emerging Chinese society. The National Federation of
Educational Association (NFEA), established in 1915, had an important role in forming educational
reform plans during the early Republican China as well as encouraging discussions on the construc-
tion of a new school system. In 1922, the eighth meeting of the NFEA resolved to accept a new
school system proposal which resulted in the organization of a council for creating overall curriculum
standards. This decision further led to the establishment of curriculum standards for elementary and
secondary education, although did not include a teacher education system. Thus, the ninth meeting
of the NFEA in 1923 took on, as its important goal, the establishment of new teacher education cur-
riculum standards.
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