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A Historical Study on the Spread and Development of Adult and
Community Education Concerned with Social Work:
A Case Study of Komatsu City, Ishikawa Prefecture
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This paper focuses on the founding and practice of the social work in Komatsu City, Ishikawa
Prefecture, and aims to clarify the practice of adult and community education concerned with social
work from a regional historical perspective. Especially, it has been revealed that the Zenrimkan in
Ishikawa Prefecture developed mainly in Kanazawa City in the early Showa period, and as a local
settlement house, engaged in social and educational projects mainly for underclasses. However, the
Daiwa-Zenrinkan in Komatsu City has not been adequately examined ever.

The Daiwa-Zenrinkan was established during the times of war while the social conditions were
extremely difficult. Area commissioners in Komatsu city inspected the practice of Zenrinkan in
Kanazawa City and other advanced areas of social services, and they developed a vision for what the
local Zenrinkan should be. Through these findings, this study revealed the unique development of
the Datwa-Zenrinkan, which was different from that of the Zenrinkan in Kanazawa, and provided
some insight into the diversity of the development of Zenrinkan practices in Ishikawa Prefecture
and the factors that determine such development.
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