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Consultation on Normative Attitudes and Bullying Among Secondary
School Students; Consideration of Where to Consult by Gender
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Currently in Japan there is widespread acceptance of the importance of consultation for parents
and victims of bullying. Most previous studies have focused on the perpetrators of bullying and the
other witnesses around them yet have rarely examined the victims. This paper focuses on issues of
normative awareness, the gender of secondary school students, and other issues which may affect
the potential to gain opportunities to seek consultation.

The analysis revealed two points. First, it was found that people were more likely to seek advice
about bullying if they had internalized norms that were compatible with the subject of the consulta-
tion. Secondly, gender differences were observed with this tendency. Boys were found to be more
likely to consult with teachers, irrespective of their affinity norms with adults. Girls were found to
associate norms with aspects of the particular consultation, except for those consults with school
nurses.
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