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The Effectiveness of Judgement of Grammaticality
through CorpusAnalysis: The usage of -te naranai

SUGIMURA Yasushi

The purpose of this paper is to argue the effectiveness of corpus analysis in
formulating the definition of grammatical rules inductively. In this paper,
we analyze the meaning of the Japanese sentence-final element -te naranai
‘unbearably ...’, based on the frequency of its appearance in a corpus. As a
result, it is clear that on the one hand -te naranaitypically co-occurs with
the predicates kigasuru ‘have a feeling that..’, omoeru ‘seem that..’ or
omowareru ‘seem that..’, and on the other hand it partially overlaps with
-te tamaranai and -te shikataganai (which also mean‘unbearably ...").

Furthermore, we analyze the distinction between corpus-based research and
questionnaire-based research on the introspection of native speakers. As a
result, i1t becomes clear that there are some expressions like atsukute
naranai‘unbearably hot’, which speakers judge as acceptable but which are
in fact rarely used. The results of this study may be useful when compiling
dictionaries and grammar books as well as helpful in Japanese language
teaching.
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