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A HUMANISTIC APPROACH TO THE SEVERELY
MENTALLY RETARDED (the 4th report)

—— Some Itensive Contacts with Keiko —

Eiji MURAKAMI and Shuji GOTO

This paper is a case report with the same orientation as a series of the humanistic approach

to the severely mentally retarded.

The case is Keiko who is one of the severely mentally retarded living in the Haruhidai-Ga-

kuen in the Aich Prefectural Colony. Goto encountered with Keiko for the first time two years

ago, and had five-day-contact for three periods in summer seasons.

Through these contacts, Goto could deepen his intensive relationship with Keiko. The

purpose of this paper is to report that Keiko and Goto experienced their inner development with

each other through their intensive contacts.

To clarify this kind of development of the relation, following several points of view were

discussed.

(1) We can experience the deepening and extending of the relationship through these intens-

ive contacts.

(2) On the one hand, as the result of each partner’s development, for Keiko and for Goto,

the relationship itself develops. On the second hand, each partner’s development is made to real-

ize only through the mutual intensive relationship in turn.

(3) Also, we have to apprehend such a kind of development of the relationship as this from

the standpoint of the internal frame of reference of each partner in the relation.

22 —



Through the contacts of three periods, Keiko and Goto had been really experiencing the deep-
ening of the relation internally, and in parallel with this orientation of deepening, Keiko has
learned to contact with her outer world in the institution.

Retrospecting these contacts with Keiko, it appeared for us that the deepening of the relation

was based on the development of the cognition about the respective partner and the relationship
itself.



