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Persephone’s Adventure:
Hsueh-Lin Su’s Rewritten Novel of Greek Mythology “The Rape of
Persephone”
i HiE
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In 1957, Hsueh-Lin Su published a collection of rewritten novels of Greek mythology. Among them,
The Rape of Persephone was a reworking of the stories of Persephone and Demeter from Greek
mythology. Viewed from the current research on TianMaJi, we may find out that most of them focused
on Su’s political view, moral standpoint and so on, while the study from other angles was extremely
scarce, for example, there is a lack of research perspective as focusing on female images. The Rape of
Persephone was a rare work based on the mother-daughter story in the rewritten novels of Greek
mythology in the 20th Century China. In this essay, I apply a perspective of gender studies to examine
the uniqueness of Su's Persephone Image and analyze the mother-daughter relationship depicted in the

novel.
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(...) the narcissus, which Earth made to grow at the will of Zeus and to please the Host of Many,
to be a snare for the bloom-like girl—a marvelous, radiant flower. It was a thing of awe whether
for deathless gods or mortal men to see: from its root grew a hundred blooms and it smelled most
sweetly, so that all wide heaven above and the whole earth and the sea’s salt swell laughed for

joy?®.
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The branches afford a pleasing coolness, and with the well-watered ground bears bright-coloured
flowers. There spring is everlasting. Within this grove Proserpina was playing, and gathering
violets or white lilies. And while with girlish eagerness she was filling her basket, and her bosom,
and striving to surpass her mates in gathering, almost in one act did Pluto see and love and carry

her away: so precipitate was his love>’
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