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Mobility and Fusion of Korean food in Japan:

From the Interaction of People, Markets and Social environment
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This paper will explore how the Korean cuisine in Japan has moved into and has been positioned by the
Japanese society along with migration of the Zainichi Koreans. This paper will also discuss how the
aforementioned Korean cuisine has interacted with changes in the Japanese social environment and market,
and how it has been integrated into the Japanese society through the Korean food production of  [store N
in Nagoya and the economic networks surrounding it. This will help prove that the integration of Korean
Cuisine into Japanese society does not only mean changes in the taste of the food or the way it is prepared.

The fusion of Korean cuisine into Japanese society means that the migrated food, combined with various
backgrounds such as the climate and economic environment of the local society, accomplishes a new cultural
reprocessing. To clarify this cultural change, this report focuses on the new structure is being created at the
intersection of various direct and indirect environments surrounding the Korean cuisine in Japan, including
the shortening of the distance between Japan and Korea based on the political and social environment, the
changing economic environment in Japan such as the period of rapid economic growth and the market
expansion that accompanied it, and finally, the efforts of the actors directly involved in the production of the
food, such as the people who prepare and/or make the food itself. In addition, this paper will also take a
critical look at the phenomenon of viewing food as inextricably linked to the respective nation by showing
how the cultural reconstruction discussed above, when said to be Korean in style, undermines the national

or ethnic character of “Korea” that contains it.
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