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A study of sport appeared in English literature

with reference to the works of C. Doyle
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The aim of this study is to make clear the literary image of Athleticism in relation to the social structure from the

late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century.

For this paper, the works of C. Doyle from 1887's to 1927's is examined here.

Literary works have been thought to be a useful means of assessing of sports. Literature makes it possible to analyse

contemporary society more realistically than by social science, because it tends to show the time and society more

vividly by it's free imagination. To explain sports through literature seems to be most suitable approch.

From this point of view, the image of Athleticism appeared in English literature from the late nineteenth century to

the early twentieth century discussed in this paper, mainly concerning between the British Empire and boxing treated

in the works of C. Doyle.
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He was a type and leader of a strange breed of
men which has vanished away from England —
— the full — blooded, virile buck,’ exquisite
in his dress, narrow in his thoughts, coarse in
his amusements, and eccentric in his habit.
They walk across the bright stage of English
history with their finicky step,-their preposter-
ous cravats, their high callars, thier dangling
scals, and they vanish into those dark wings
which there is no return. The world has out-
grown them, and there is no place now for their
strange fashions, their practical jokes, and care-
fully cultivated eccentricities. And yet behind
this outer veiling of folly, with which they so

carefully draped themselves, they were often
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for good or evil, the love of the ring was con-
fined to no class, but was a national peculiarity
deeply seated in the English nature, and a com-
mon heritage of the young aristocrat in his drag
and of therough costers sitting six deep in their

49
pony cart. 19)

The ale-drinking, the rude good-fellowship, the

heartiness, the laughter at discomforts, the

craving to see the fight all these may be



set down as vulgar and trivial by those to

whom they are distasteful ; but to me, listening
to the far-off and uncertain echoes of distant
past, they seem to have been the very bones
upon which much that is most solid and virile

. »: » 5
in this ancient race was moulded.””
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Modern boxing, or more properly speaking

sparring, which means only the use of the

gloves, has been saved from falling into the
same disrepute as partly pulgilism, by the in-
nate love of the healthy-mind Britisher for it
and partly by the efforts of a few amateur

club.®
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Thursday, 17 March 1814
I have been sparrring with Jackson for exercise
this morning; and mean to continue and renew
my acquaintance with the muffles. My Chest,
and arms, and wind are in very good plight, and
[ am not in flesh. I used to be a hard hitter, and
my arms are very long for my height (5 feat
8-inches). At any rate.exercise is good, and this
the severest of all; fencing and the broad-sword

. 5
never fatigued me half so much.5
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