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Islamic Education Reform in Indonesia
—Focusing on the Pesantren Law (2019)—

Mina HATTORTI

The purpose of this paper is to focus on the Pesantren Law (Undang-Undang Republik Indone-
sia Nomor 18 Tahun 2019 Tentang Pesantren) enacted in Indonesia on 16 October 2019 and to
examine how the law was enacted and its specific contents.

The content of this paper is summarized in the following five points. First, we examined the posi-
tion of Pesantren in the Indonesian school education system. Second, the relationship between ed-
ucation-related laws and Pesantren law was discussed. Third, the background leading to the enact-
ment of the Pesantren Law were discussed. Fourth, the specific contents of the Pesantren Law were
discussed. Fifth, the significance of the enactment of the Pesantren Law was discussed. Finally, we
explored the future direction of Islamic education reform. In our discussion, we analyzed relevant
laws and regulations, data from the Ministry of Religious Affairs.

In conclusion, we point out the following three points. First, the Law is the first law to regulate
Pesantren, which is the institution with diverse functions such as education, mission, and social
empowerment. Second, the Nation Awakening Party (Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa) lobbied for
the enactment of the Pesantren Law. However, due to the involvement of other Islamic parties in
the process of enactment, the final draft was significantly streamlined from the original bill. Third,
the Pesantren Law was characterized by (1) the direction of Indonesian Islam, (2) inclusion of
Pesantren education in the school education system, and (3) increased government support for
Pesantren.

Some have expressed concern about the law, fearing the loss of Pesantren traditions and political
intervention to Pesantren. After 2020, several Minister’s Ordinances related to the Pesantren Law
have begun to be enacted, which will gradually strengthen the institutionalization of Islamic educa-
tion.

* Professor, Grduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University






