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Fig. 1. Branchiostoma japonicum (WiLLEY, 1897), formerly held in the Biological Laboratory of the Tmperial Palace of Japan,
currently deposited in the National Museum of Nature and Science, Japan. A: The seven jars examined, B: A specimen
(NSMT-Pc R: 340) collected off Isshiki, Hayama (NE Sagami Bay), Kanagawa Prefecture, 36m depth, on May 18,
1930, the oldest available specimen from Sagami Bay, C: Two specimens (NSMT-Pc R: 341) collected intertidally
from Mikawa-oshima Islet, Gamagori (Mikawa Bay), Aichi Prefecture (habitat designated as a national monument by
the Japanese Government) on May 11, 1941 by Mr. Kinroku TAKEUCHI, two of the four oldest available specimens from

Mikawa Bay.
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Table 1. Main meristic characters of lancelets [Branchiostoma japonicum (WiLLEY, 1897)], formerly held in the Biological
Laboratory of the Imperial Palace of Japan, currently deposited in the National Museum of Nature and Science, Japan

JEH ke Siina (33 A3 T 2 N HI 8 D #L A BB
Locality Registration number ~ Body Length Total number of Number of preanal Number of gonads
(NSMT-Pc) (mm) myomeres fin-chambers on each side**

AR R: 338 45.0 64 54 7% L absent
Sagami Bay R: 339 38.0 64+ 44+ % L absent

R: 340 38.0 66 60 7% L absent

R: 342 34.2 68 R 8 missing 7% L absent
=3 R: 296 35.0 65 /R H missing fii 18 deteriorated
Mikawa Bay R: 296 375 66 43 A deteriorated

R: 341 42.5 64 50 29

R: 341 425 65 K8 missing 27

R: 899 42.0 64 46 25

R: 899 42.0 66 52 26

*) ARG B A IRAL D 72 80 1EHE 7 RHIAS fE
body. **) B e WHITERI

CHET, BUFREOZGEE 7Y+ 27 U7 H AR
13, 19334E 6 HIC=F i CREES Nz 3k TH - 72
(NisHIKawA, 1981)
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Summary

The lancelet (Cephalochordata) material formerly held in
the Biological Laboratory of the Imperial Palace of Japan (and
currently deposited in the Showa Memorial Institute, National
Museum of Nature and Science) includes 10 individuals (in
7 jars) of Branchiostoma japonicum (WiLLEY, 1897), distin-
guishable from the similar Asian species B. belcheri (GRaY,
1847) primarily by the lower number of preanal fin-chambers
in the former (ranging from 43 to 60 in the present material,
i. e. within the known range for B. japonicum). Four individ-
uals, separately contained in 4 jars (NSMT-Pc R:338, R:339,
R:340, and R:342), were collected off Hayama (NE Sagami
Bay), Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan, by a Biological Labo-
ratory party between 1930 and 1953. That location is now
recognized as a new locality for the species in the bay, north
of the previously recognized northernmost locality (Misaki,
SE Sagami Bay), the R:340 specimen, collected on 18 May,
1930, being the oldest available lancelet from the bay. The re-
maining 3 jars (NSMT-Pc R:296, R: 341, and R: 899) each
contained 2 individuals, having been collected off Gamagori,
Mikawa Bay, Aichi Prefecture, Japan: the four specimens in
jars R:341 and R:899 had been collected from Mikawa-oshi-
ma Islet on 11 May, 1941 by Mr. Kinroku TAKEUCHI, who
had first discovered the intertidal lancelet habitat in 1934.
The Mikawa-oshima habitat was subsequently designated by
the Japanese Government as a natural monument in March,
1941, the four specimens collected in May 1941 being the

oldest available specimens from Mikawa Bay.





