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Fig. 1 Two pages in a hand-written copy of “Sentydfu” by
Kurimoto Tanshd, housed at the lwase Collection of
Nishio City , Aichi Prefecture.
Sketches and explanations of : (A) some \pecxmens of Urechis
unicinctus (von Drasche) inhabiting Tokyo Bay, and (B) some

lepidopteran pupae.
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(BEBRFAFREABEREM 7RERIIE )

Abstract: An echiuran, Urechis unicinctus (von Drasche, 1881) is now called “Yu-mushi” or “I-
mushi” as Japanese common names, of which “mushi” meaning a worm. A survey of
ethnobiological and biological literature revealed that one or more Japanese invertebrate animals
have been called “ I ” in Japan since Heian Period at latest, probably inclusive of this common
echiuran species, and that toward the end of Yedo Period “Yu” was also employed as another name
of the species. The sudden change of the Chinese name assigned to the species early in Meiji Period

was also referred to.
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