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STUDIES ON THE INTER- AND INTRA-FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS IN THE
SO-CALLED “KASO”(TOO-THINLY-PEOPLED) COMMUNITIES(11)
— THE CHANGE OF CONSCIOUSNESS OF COMMUNITY (2) :
ON THE INFORMAL CO-OPERATIVE WORKS ——

Katsuhiko UEMURA

Continuing the previous study(Uemura et al., 1972), we attempt to explore the change of
dwellor’s consciousness of community with the progress of “Kaso”(too-thinly-peopled)phenomenon
from the aspects of the informal cooperative works.

The data used in this research are the same as the previous study, that is, are based on the
raw materials which we got by means of unstructured interview method in five villages(Okura-
mura, Kami-mura, Tomiyama-mura, Tonbara-cho, and Mizukami-mura) from 70 to '71. Comments
on five kinds of the informal cooperative works(agricultural cooperative works, social connectien
with the neighborhood, social connection with the relatives, odd job of the wedding ceremony,
and other kinds of informal co-operative works) were picked up from the raw materials, and
each of them was categorized into four aspects(kinds or sphere of the works, methods or contents,
attitudes or opinions, and comparisons of the present and the past).

Based on the tables of comments gained, we described conditions of the changes, separating by
the communities, and kind of the works. The results are discussed from the following three
points of view: (1) from the point of view about each kind of informal co-operative works, (2)
from the point of view of commonness about their co-operative works, (3) from the point of view
of the difference among these communities. The major points are as follows:

1) There are significant changes of all kinds of informal co-operative works, especially on
the agricultural cqg-works, in regard to both activity and consciousness, compared with the past.
The direct background factor of this changes is necessity of cash-gaining among dwellors.

2) The influence of television and telephone is extremely great about the changes of social
connection with the neighborhood and the relatives. These modern conveniences deprive them
of the change of meeting which has been playing the most important role to maintain the
cohesiveness of community group members.

3) The further fundamental background of these changes exist in the thought which should
be named as “family egoism”, being brought about the abolition of the family institution after
the war. This thought, we think, acts multiplicatively on the necessity of cash-gaining of real
life problem, and as a result of this effect, the activity and the consciousness about informal

co-operative works in these communities have been changed and crumbled today.



