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Buddhist Monk Training in Inner Mongolia, China, after Reform and
Opening: Focusing on the Inner Mongolia Buddhist School

ARUHANBILIGE"

During the Chinese Cultural Revolution of the 1960s, religion in China was completely denied
based on the teachings of Marxism. Churches and temples were destroyed, and monks were forced
to return to secular life. With the relaxation of the religious policy after the reforms and the opening
of China, the country has witnessed religious revival movements in various areas.

This article examines Buddhist monks’ training in Inner Mongolia after such reform and the open-
ing, focusing on the Inner Mongolia Buddhist school, which was established in 1987. Specifically, dur-
ing this period, when the number of monks had decreased, Buddhism was gradually restored through
the challenge of monk training, accomplished via schools rather than temples, temple training having
been the traditional non-formal training place in the past. We will clarify the characteristics of the
Inner Mongolia Buddhist school and its role in training monks.

First, using an analysis of previous studies and literature surveys, I clarify the background for the
decline of Buddhist temples in Inner Mongolia, the destruction caused by the Cultural Revolution,
the revival of Buddhism, and the establishment of the Inner Mongolia Buddhist school. Mainly due to
the construction of a new socialist China with the establishment of the People’s Republic of China,
monks were engaged in labor at temples throughout the country. As a result, the management of
temples was carried out by a small number of senior monks who did not participate in production
labor. The practice of any religion in the country was prohibited after the Cultural Revolution of May
1966 until the revolution of 1976, when religious freedom was granted. At this time, the revival of
Buddhism in Inner Mongolia would begin, but a shortage of monks presented a serious problem. To
solve this problem, the Inner Mongolia Buddhist Association proposed to the Inner Mongolia autono-
mous region government that they train young monks for the new era. Following, in 1987, with the
approval of the Inner Mongolia autonomous region government, the Inner Mongolia Buddhist Asso-
ciation began a three-year training course for monks. In 1992, with the approval of the Inner Mongolia
autonomous region government, a monk training class was upgraded to the Inner Mongolia Buddhist
school, and new training for monks was initiated in the Buddhist school.

Next, I examine this monk training in the Inner Mongolia Buddhist school by examining the monk-
training objectives, examination subjects, school life, curriculum, and insider stories. Although the
education of Buddhist schools has come to be like that of general school education in China in terms
of content and method of education, even in modern Buddhist schools, there is still a strong expecta-
tion that Buddhist schools should play a role as a place for monk training. Buddhist curriculum edu-
cation was improved, managed, and maintained, thanks to the role that Inner Mongolia played as a
major perpetrator of the notion that Buddhist culture is an educational institution worthy of continu-
ing. However, it must be noted that within the Buddhist school curriculum, the national education’s
influence is evident in its patriotic messages.

In addition, due to the various opinions of insiders, the learning experience is markedly different
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than what had been before its revival. Compared to what is experienced in Buddhist schools, a monk
does not enter the temple at the same time he begins schooling and the number of various Buddhist
practices learned is therefore less. The main content of the program is learning Buddhist scriptures
and the cham dance. The cham dance requires students to learn various traditional rituals of Gelug
schools of Buddhism. The emphasis is placed on studying the cham dance and the experience of
inheriting and maintaining the lost Buddhist tradition.

Towards this effort, practical Buddhist activities such as oral traditions and cham dances per-
formed by master monks, which are not performed at an Inner Mongolia Buddhist school that has
adopted an academic form, are incorporated. Thus, it is shown that the efforts of the Inner Mongolia
Buddhist school serve to illuminate problems in this method for true religious teaching.

* Student, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University
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