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The Disinterested Beauty of Music as a Catalyst for Moral Action
Morality and Music in Madame de Staél's Interpretation of Kant
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The German philosopher Immanuel Kant had a decisive influence on the main themes and
concepts of the early French Romantic writer Madame de Staél’s thinking. She formulated
her own theories of morality and art in dialogue with Kant. It is in De [’Allemagne (On
Germany) that Madame de Staél considers Kant’s philosophy as the impetus for a renewal
of French philosophy and spirit. She shows particular interest in the concept of “disinterest”
presented by Kant in his critical works, and in De /’Allemagne, she develops a moral theory
based on this concept. According to Madame de Staél’s view of humanity, two principles
govern human behavior: the senses and the soul. The former is influenced by the external
world, while the latter is a universal function inherent in humans. A genuinely moral act is
one that stems from internal and universal feelings ingrained in the soul, rather than external
motives of interest and utility. Madame de Staél, however, does not completely align with
Kant’s moral theory. While Kant asserts that the moral law serves as the motivation for
moral actions, she emphasizes the importance of spontaneous feelings of duty. Additionally,
she contends that Kant’s moral theory does not require a religious dimension. In Madame
de Staél’s perspective, it is religious sentiment that serves as the wellspring of moral actions,
describing this inner divinity as enthusiasm. Similarly, disinterest also shapes Madame de
Staél’s perspective on art and enables her to connect morality with art. Like desirable
morality, ideal beauty cannot be associated with sensory pleasures, nor can it be a mere
imitation of the physical world. Music, being the noblest of the arts, does not imitate
anything; therefore it resonates within the depths of humanity. Only those who have
something divine within them that makes possible the enjoyment of beauty and moral
conduct because of the same reason, can resonate with music. In this sense, the disinterested

beauty of music serves as the catalyst for moral actions.
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