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Meaning, function, and constructional features of the focus particle
(limitation)"bakari"
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In this paper, we reclassify the meaning of "baakri" which expresses "limitation”’and describe the
constructional patterns that support each meaning.First, depending on whether it is the existence of
things/people or the occurrence of actions/events that "bakari” limits, the meaning of "bakari” was
largely divided into "exclusive multiple existences" and "exclusive repetitive actions". In addition,

"normal repetitive action," "

one-way progression of change," "final stage of flow," and "unity of choice"
were established as subtypes of "exclusive repetitive action. In addition, the constructional patterns
used to interpret each meaning were extracted. The constructional patterns used in "exclusive plurality"
were existence constructions and place-occupying constructions. In addition, the constructional pattern
"bakari", which expresses the meaning of "exclusive repetitive action", is basically postfixed to the
action verb, but three constructional patterns were extracted as constructional patterns that stand out in
the sentence: repetitive action, characterization, and negative evaluation, which highlight the feature of
N that it is postfixed to a noun.Next, the relationship between each meaning and focus was clarified. In
this paper, the focus of "bakari” is divided into direct focus, which focuses on the immediately
preceding element, and expanded/reduced focus, which focuses on a noun phrase or predicate phrase
located away from the immediately preceding element. The “exclusive multiple existences” always takes
direct focus. The focus of the "exclusive repetitive actions” was analyzed separately according to
whether the antecedent was a noun or a verb. If the antecedent of "bakari” is a verb and the contrasting
situations share a predicate of similar meaning, "bakari” focuses on the noun phrase co-occurring with
the predicate, resulting in an expanded or reduced focus. In contrast, if the preceding and following
predicates do not share the same meaning, "bakari” focuses on the situation expressed by the antecedent
verb, which is a direct focus. When the antecedent of "bakari” is a noun, the two verbs in the preceding
and following context share the same kind of meaning, and the element that "bakari” focuses on is the
noun phrase that co-occurs with the antecedent predicate, resulting in direct focus. If the cognate
predicate does not share the same kind of predicate, the "bakari” focuses up to the predicate, resulting

in an expanded or reduced focus.
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