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In Search of a Pedagogy for Social Issues

Yutaka TSUJI

There are various fields in pedagogy that can be broadly divided into two types: one which relates
education to real-life problems, and which offers potential remedies, and one more distanced from
real-life problems that provides basic, introspective knowledge of the systemic aspects of educational
issues. Both types are important, but as most current ideology regarding social education research
focuses on pedagogy and its relation to social issues, so, too, has my research been directed.

Early in my research career, I conducted historical research on social issues and social education.
My research career can be divided into five historical periods of Japanese education: the interwar
period, the postwar reform period, the period of high economic growth, the period of low growth and
economic power, and the period of widening inequality. It is this background that has informed my
current ideas regarding today’s social issues and social education. When social problems occur that
are left unaddressed, the increase of public dissatisfaction impacts the existing social system nega-
tively, which results in the necessity for educational countermeasures. Since this approach can be a
selfish, conciliatory approach with its emphasis on singular issues, appropriate educational constructs
should be employed to counter any effects from the implemented measures. Both aspects impacting
change are relevant to the notion of social education with its focus on adult learning. Looking at this
historical dynamism, I have been conducting research on social education as a social issue itself.

In the middle of my career, my research emphasized ways to address social welfare as a contempo-
rary social issue in social education. Initially, I conducted research on welfare education in response
to Japan’s aging society, considering the potential for addressing the problem by increasing volun-
teerism, as well as by including organizations such as NPO’s. Subsequently, I investigated the edu-
cational welfare required in the face of widening socioeconomic disparities, with a focus on citizen’s
movements that shed light on issues such as poverty, disabilities, and discrimination. The increase
of such social issues has emerged as challenges to Japanese society that need to be addressed, and
for which, there is growing consensus to do so. Simultaneously, I conducted research on public social
education during a time when the reorganization of local governments was common, and examined
the issues addressed by administrative staff responsible for new social education practices.

Toward the end of my research career, my work showed how the cooperative ideas of bringing
people together encouraged by a social welfare ideology became intertwined with a community’s
desire for autonomy. In other research, I also suggested the need to advance research on school
education to enrich the transition period from school to society.

Throughout these research periods I have continued to explore the “pedagogy of social issues.”
Now as I retire, with more than forty years of research, I reflect on my research journey, and hope to
sincerely express my gratitude to everyone, especially all the wonderful people I have met through
my work, as well as to all those who contributed towards my research, over such a meaningful and
long period of my life.
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