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Abstract

Giving, Causative, and Passive Constructions in the Gospel of John,
along with the Fundamentals of Southern and Northern Mandarin Dialects

Jian Lu

This article primarily explores the syntactic representation of the word “43” (“gei”) in two versions of
the Gospel of John in Mandarin Chinese, focusing on the features of causative and passive expressions. It
delves into the evolution of the function of “43” in Standard Mandarin (Beijing dialect) while also discussing
the foundational dialectal issues related to its composition. The following two preliminary conclusions are
drawn: 1. There is no pure causative usage of the word “43” in Standard Mandarin; its causative meaning is
conferred by the dative construction. 2. The tendency towards consistency in causative and passive categories
in both versions and the divergence in beneficiary constructions reflect the competition and integration of
Beijing Mandarin in the later stages of the Qing Dynasty as it gradually replaced the standard language status
of Nanjing Mandarin. These two versions serve as mirrors of each other, belonging to the category of the

common language of the time.

Keywords: give, benefactive, causative, passive, Mandarin
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