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Abstract

A Study of the Form of Representation of the Samurai:
Based on Heiji Monogatari Emaki

Daisuke Ito

The expressive characteristics of Heiji Monogatari Emaki can be summarized in three points. The first is
that the authors of the scroll treat the warriors with a sense of detachment. It is difficult to sense any sympathy
for the warriors in the way court nobles look at them in this scroll.

The second point is that the warriors are treated as a group and their individual existence is made
anonymous. It is said that there is a gaze that refuses to see samurai as heroes.

The third point is that while depicting the chaos caused by the war, the formal beauty is maintained. The
group of warriors is depicted in an orderly fashion that fits within the geometric frame of a diamond shape.

This essay will explain these three features in relation to the stylistic characteristics of Hezji Monogatari
and other military tales. In doing so, I will use Edo and modern literature, paying attention to a common
stylistic phenomenon: the method of enumeration. I conclude that the invisible power of military force was

realized in visual form through this enumeration.

Keywords: Heiji Monogatari Emaki, military tales, enumeration, words and images
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