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A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF DEPENDENT AND AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIORS
Toshio KUZE, Keiko ISHIGURO, Motomichi GOTO, Toshihiko HAY AMIZU
Mineko IMAGAWA and Hiroko MIKAMI

This report was based on the short-term longitudinal study designed to investigate the following problems:

a) Did dependent and aggressive behaviors of the preschool children change?

b) Was parental behaviors to their children constant?

¢) How did parental behaviors influence on behaviors of children?

Ss were 26 boys and 27 girls in the nursery school and their mothers. Both of them were repeatedly investigated when
the children were in the three-year-old class and the four-year-old class.  Children’s behaviors, such as dependent and
aggressive, were checked in 12 five-minute observations, while the parental permissiveness and inhibitiveness were measured by
questionnaires for mothers.

The results were as follows:

1) Girls showed more dependent behaviors than boys, while aggressive behaviors appeared in boys more than girls.
Both boys and girls were constant in their aggressive behavior.

2) Parents of girls had consistency of their permissiveness and inhibitiveness to dependent behavior. And parents ex-
hibited constant inhibitive behavior against aggressive behavior of both boys and girls.

3) Children’s behaviors were not clearly related to the parental permissiveness and inhibitiveness. Then behaviors of the
parents getting constant scores were compared with their children’s behaviors. Parental inhibitive behaviors were related

to the decrease of the frequency of children’s behaviors.
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