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EXPLORATORY EXPERIMENT ON THE LEARNING TYPES
IN MODIFIED PAIRED-ASSOCIATE LEARNING

Yasuhiko NAKANO and Masami KAJITA

The present study aimed at analyzing the performance and the learning types of adult subjects in paired-associate learning.
Two different tasks of P-A (paired-associate) learning were employed (see TABLE 1). One (task A) was made up of ten geo-
metrical picture stimuli, only one of which was associated with a common response button, the other (task B) consisted of

ten stimuli, five of which were paired-associated with a common response.

On the basis of learner’s response pattern, the three learning types subjects took in the course of P-A learning were identi-

fied.

Type 1 ; The stimuli associated with differential responses were learned faster than those associated with a common

response.

Type 2 ; The stimuli associated with a common response were learned quickly.

Type 3 ; This type is an abbreviation of undetermined categorization.

These learning types correspond to the S-R or E-R learning type in the early experiment (Kajita & Nakano 1973).

Results obtained were as follows;

(1) In task A, human adults took more type 1s, but instead, in task B, employed type 2 frequently. The learners of
these types reached the learning criterion more quickly than the other.

(2) In the early learning, type 2 learner quickly classified the differentialy responded stimuli and the stimuli associated

with a common response. On this stage, the percentage of common response to all the stimuli increased.



