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A RESEARCH ON GROUP ADJUSTMENT OF AUTISTIC CHILDREN (4)

Fumio MARUI, Hidenori KAGEYAMA, Hideo JINNO, Junko HOSONO, Mayumi MIZUNO, Shuji GOTO, Yoshimi ITO,
Saiken YUZURI, Yuri ENDO, Toshiko KANO and Kosho YAMADA

On the previous follow-up study of autistic children, we suggested that overall social adjustment (as well as educational
attainment) was improved by schooling. (1974, 1976) However, those studies were not designed for the evaluation of

educational treatment, so more direct investigations were required to confirm those findings.

The present study set out to examine the efficacy of educational treatment for autistic children through the observation

of child-teacher interaction in the classroom. We selected two units (T and M) which were special classes of autistic children.

Unit T was constituted of 4 autistic children and two staves.

retarded children and two staves.

There were marked differences between the units both in what the staff did and in how they did it.

the orientation of staves was the Individual-Intensive orientation and in Unit M was the Group orientation.

Unit M was mixed with 3 autistic children and 6 mental

In Unit T
The staff in Unit

M used much of their time in warm approving activities to the children and encouraged the interaction among the children,

whereas in Unit T instructional activities were predominated.
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