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A HUMANISTIC APPROACH TO THE SEVERELY PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY HANDICAPPED
(the 9th report)
— The Process of self-actualization of one handicapped child in the “Institution” —

Norio EGUCHI

The purpose of this report is to clarify the process of self-actualization of the handicapped child named “Takashi”” who
lives in the Middle Ist Ward in Kobato-Gakuen Institution.

Although there are many difficult conditions in the daily schedule of the “Institution, Takashi has made his first effort
to communicate his thoughts to others.

At the present time, he is able to express his thoughts by using a type writer. Because he has no other place where
he can spend a stable life in the future, he has learned how to live obediently in the “Institution”. Despite the difficulties
of being there, Takashi has a positive attitude to life. Such a way of living moves my heart strongly.

Furthermore, it is certain that there are serious problems in the “Institution”. The Institution is not only the occupational
place for the staff who works there but also the life space for the handicapped.  Consequently, there are some high tension
conflicts between the staff and the handicapped. In order to improve the situation both groups have to make every effort

to communicate with each other.
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