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EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF CHILDREN’S SELECTIVE ATTENTION
IN LEARNING PROCESSES

Project Group for the Study of Learning of Nagoya University

The present study examines the processes of selective attention in children, using the paradigm
of component selection. 119 first grade children served as Ss.

With the component selection task and measure used by Hale & Taweel (1974), children’s
use of selective attention was assessed. Additionally, manipulating the component relation, two
task conditions were assigned in this study ; integrated condition ( I condition) and separated
condition ( S condition ). In 1 condition, relevant and redundant cues were colored shapes, and
were colors and shapes in S condition. Five levels of earning were assigned ; Underlearning
I, 1[I, Criterion, Overlearning |, and I .

Major findings obtained are as follows ;

(1) In all five learning levels of | condition, color score was equal to shape score. Thus
in this condition, children maintained a relatively wide focus of attention and acquired
information about both features of stimuli, color and shape.

(2) In S condition, shape score was higher than color score before mastery of the task.

(3) This tendency of S condition was maintained at Overlearning | level. But color score
increased at Overlearning [[. Thus in S condition, children exercised a high degree of
selectivity as they approached mastery of the task, but after reaching the criterion, they

attended to a wide range of stimulus {features during long overlearning.
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