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Fig. 1 A two-factor theory of imitation (Yando, Seitz & Zigler, 1978, P 157)
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Fig. 2 Reinforcement theories and social learning theory (Bandura, 1971b, P9)
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REICET BIERLBEFE

ATTENTION AND OBSERVATIONAL LEARNING IN CHILDREN

Hiroaki OHNOGI

Imitation and observational learning have been a subject of interest to researchers. But, the role of attention in observational

learning has rarely been examined directly. In studies of children’s observational learning many researchers consider attention to

be perceptual selectivity.

In this brief paper, I have chosen to 1
onal learning. Empirical studies were reviewed according to the following view points.

imit my consideration to studies that deal directly with the relationship between

attention and observati
1) Frequency and duration of orienting toward the model.
2) Eye movements.
3) Instructions .
4) Vicarious reinforcement .
5) Central-incidental recall task .

6) Model-observer relations .
The task relevance or irrelevance of modeled acts was &n important factor in determining the existence of developmental

trends in imitation and observational learning. Finally, it was discussed that an issue whether incidental learning and intentional

learning were independent processes in children.




