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A GROUP-THERAPEUTIC PRACTICE WITH SEVERELY MULTIPLE-HANDICAPPED
CHILDREN (3)
Developmental Tasks for Non-handicapped siblings

Shuji COTOH, Yasue SUZUKI, Akiko SATOH, Eiji MURAKAMI, Hirofumi MIZUNO
and Yoshiko KOJIMA

Inviting non-handicapped children to group-therapeutic practices where their severely multiple-handicapped
siblings are focus is a useful approach for them. Based on this assumption, this study examines developmental tasks
for non-handicapped sibilings in order for us to establish clear directions to give developmental supports to them.
We also assume that their developmental tasks should be different from those of children with healthy brothers and

- sisters. ' ’ o '

This study proposes a four-stage model of developmental tasks for children living with handicapped siblings.

- (1) A stage for constructing the basis of self image (0 through 1.5 years old); the ¢hildren are not yet aware of the
presence of their severely multiple-handicapped siblings. Lack of sufficient maternal care may make it difficult for
them: to feel mother’s affection.

(2): A stage for establishing independent self image (1.5 through 3 years old); they begin to be aware of the
.-.presence of their severely multiple-handicapped siblings. It becames necessary fot them to perceive selves different
from their handicapped brothers and sisters.

(3) A stage for differentiating selves from others and recognizing evaluations from other (3 through 6 years old);
.they notice the situation in which they live with severely multiple-handicapped siblings and try to adapt themselves
to the situation. The task for them is to control the feelings toward their handicapped sibilings.

* (4) ‘A stage for paying attgntion to groups outside the family, and acquiring chumship (school age); it is necessary
for them to understand and to accept their own situations that they were born to have severely multiple-handicapp-

ed siblings.
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