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TWO ASPECTS OF THE SIGN COGNITION ON JSL
LEARNING BY HEARING ADULTS

Yoshiaki ODA

The aim of the present study was to examine the cognition of the Japanese Sign Language (JSL), which has

two meanings as both the individual imitation of the object (gestural meaning) and the general concept universalized

from the imitation of the specific object (lexical meaning).

The subjects were 72 hearing adults attending to a training course of JSL sponsored by Nagoya City. They

were divided into three groups according to the length of the sign language learning experience.

G1: 40 hearing adults (mean learning term was 4.0 months).

G2: 18 hearing adults (mean learning term was 16.2 months).

G3: 14 hearing adults (mean learning term was 38.3 months).

Two items of JSL signing were presented as the task. Subjects watched these signing on VIR and then was

asked to choose pictures he considered sutable according to their interpretation of the task. Their responses were

classified into four categories and miscellaneous.

The major results were as follows: First of all, the difference among the three groups was examined. However,

there was no significant difference in the observed rate of each category between them. Then, we examined the

difference in the observed rate of each category between two groups, into which they were divided according to

their scores on a test of sign reading: Group NCR (lower) and Group CR (higher). We also found no significant

difference between them.

—261—



REEDOFFEETICEB S 5 FEBREBRMO _mt

As mentioned above, the difference between groups were not statistically significant. On further examining
the patterns of category appearance of various groups and other results, however, we were able to assume some
tendencies in the data. The experienced learners tended to recognize the task as one which had the lexical meaning,
while not few of the biginners tended to recognize it as one which had the gestural meaning. And the pattern of
category appearance rate in the experienced learners was in part the reverse of that in Group CR. Similar reversal
was found in the relation between biginners and Group NCR. These findings may suggest that two processes are
necessary for understanding the sign language. The one is a process which separates the sign from daily gesture,
and recognizes it as the language having a lexical meaning, The other is a process in which one finds common rule

of expression between the sign language and daily gesture.
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