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A SUPPLEMENTARY ANALYSIS OF “A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF
SOCIAL ATTITUDES OF ADOLESCENTS”

Toshio KUZE, Motomichi GOTO, Keiko ASANO, Katsumi NINOMIYA,
Shuji MIYAZAWA, Hisako MUNEKATA and Hisashi OHNO

The present study has two purposes; the first is to present additional results inorder to support the findings
reported. in earlier studies, and the second is to examine stability in the structure of three social attitudes during the
period from secondary to highschool education.

The social attitudes for the present study consist of three scales: conservative, radical, and mass-social. Each
scale contains 13 items. The subjects are boys and girls in the upper and lower secondary schools affiliated to the
Faculty -of Education of Nagoya University. The longitudinal data were obtained by monitoring once a year the
same group of students. The perfectly matched data throughout six monitoring points during the secondary and
highschool years were obtained from 140 students (70 boys and 70 girls). They started the secondary school in
three di‘ffer’ent years (in 1972, 1973, and 1974) and all graduated the highschool 6 years later (in 1977, 1978, and
1979). Partially matched data were obtained from 138 highschool students (70 boys and 68 girls), who started
the highschool ‘in three different years (m 1975, 1976, and 1977) and graduated from it 3 years. later (in 1977,
1978, and 1979).

“Major results of the analysis are summarized as follows. , .

I.  The data of the perfectly matched group obtained through fourth to sixth grades were compared with those of
the pamally matched:group. .

(1) No differences of mean scores were found among groups for each social attitude scale in boys and girls.

'(2) For 'each scale of the social attitude, correlation coefficients calculated across three monitoring periods
remained at significantly high levels. ) '

3) ‘5Within each grade, the conservative attitude was found negatively correlated with the radical attitude, while
‘correlatlons between radical and mass-social scales were negative. And the positive correlations were found between
‘mass-social and conservative attitudes.

(4) At the individual item level, no differences of mean scores were found among groups, except for 4 items in
boys and 7 items in girls.

Ii. . 'In order to examine ‘stability in the content structure of each scale over time, reliability coefficients were
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calculated through secondary and highschool years by using the data derived from the perfectly matched group.
(5) The reliability coefficient (Cronbach’s alpha) for every social attitude scale was found significantly high across
the first to sixth grades for girls. For boys, however, the same pattern was observed in mass-social attitude only.

(6) Among boys, alpha coefficients for the conservative and radical scales tended to be high across fourth to sixth
grades.



